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Teaching Sketching Skills to a Boy with Pervasive Developmental Disorder
and Savant Skill in Clay Work

Akatsuki KATSUURA, Etsushi ENDO,
and Shigeki SONOYAMA

Savant skill or savant syndrome is a special skill shown by certain people with mental
retardation. One out of 10 people with autistic disorder are reported to have this skill. In this
study, we taught a fourth-grade boy with pervasive developmental disorder how to sketch during
a period of 12 months. We discussed the teaching method as well as the special characteristics of
and changes in his sketching skills and behavior during the course of teaching. The boy
developed his initially poor skill in sketching into the ability to sketch by close observation,
accurately grasp shapes, and describe in words the characteristics of items such as shade before
sketching them. Gradation was another skill that he acquired. With regard to his behavior, he
gradually outgrew his sense of panic when facing sketching difficulties as he acquired the ability
to express what was in his mind in words. This suggests that verbalization was the key to

developing the sketching skills and behavioral improvement.

Key Words : pervasive developmental disorder, teaching sketch skill, characteristic of sketchig,

verbalization
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