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Shaping Mand Behavior by Home-based Communication Training Using PECS
for a Child with Pervasive Developmental Disorder

Akiko KURAMITSU", Keion TYOU™* and Shigeki SONOYAMA™

In this study, we conducted Picture Exchange Communication System (PECS) training for one
non-speaking child with pervasive developmental disorder, and examined the effect of the ‘
acquisition and expansion of functional communication skills. An ecological assessment was
implemented to establish a training environment so as to encourage the child as regards mand
behaviors. The mother carried out the PECS training for the child as a home trainer. For the
training procedure, a series of actions required in daily life were grouped into a set of tasks by
using the PECS. A task analysis was conducted with mand behavior using a picture card and a
sentence seat view to making each task group easy for the child to acquire. As a result the child
quickly acquired mand skills with the PECS. In addition, the mand skills using PECS were
demonstrated to the childs father who was not a trainer, or in a non-training setting at home. It
was suggested that an issue will remain related to an examination of the generalization of mand

skills by the PECS in settings other than the home or situations other than meal times at home.

Key Words : Pervasive Developmental Disorder, PECS, communication behavior
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