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A Bibliographical Study on Developmental Process of Experimental Science for

Students with a Visual Impairment in the Post War Period

Yoshiko TORIYAMA

This paper presents through documentary records, the historic development in which experiments
and observations in science education in schools for the blind has become commonly practiced, a field
which was believed to be impossible to perform before the War. As a result, during the 50 years from
1950’s, it became evident that practical research and educational system implementation have been
enthusiastically and rapidly persued by the Ministry of Education, teachers of schools for the blind,
and science education researchers. By focusing on each decade, the achievements in the development
of science education for the schools for the blind was revealed. In the 50°s, the difficulties and obsta-
cles of experiments by blind pupils and students were recognized through actual practice. In the 60’s,
with the development of tools for the blind such as light-prove, physics and chemistry experiments
have become possible. And in the 70’s, with the progress in practical research in teaching methods,
efficient instructions not only in physics and chemistry but also in biology observation was developed

based on the appropriate needs of visually impaired pupils and students.

Key Words: school for the blind, science education, experiment, observation, teaching materials and

tools, teaching methods
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