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A Case Study on Teaching Reporting Behaviors to a Child with Autism Spectrum Disorder:
Focusing on Establishing Behavioral Chains

Sawako KAWAMINAMI® and Fumiyuki NORO"™

The purpose of the present study aimed to examine the effectiveness of an intervention that focused
on the behavioral chain of reporting behavior and intensively trained each behavior. The participant
was a child with an autism spectrum disorder who could not report what he saw to a listener, and he
also showed some disruptive behaviors while walking. As a result of the intervention, he could
correctly report when he selected the stimulus picture card and referred to it in front of the listener. On
the other hand, he could gradually moved straight directly between the stimulus and the listener when
the listener changed the reinforcement from verbal praise to jumping on the trampoline with him. Even
after the picture card was removed and the reinforcement was returned back to only verbal praise, his
reporting behavior was maintained with a high percentage of occurrences. In addition, he tried to get
the listener’s attention when the listener pretended not to be aware of his reporting; therefore, it was
clear that his reporting behavior was caused and maintained by the reinforcement the listener provided.

We discussed the effect of this training method that focused on the behavioral chain.

Key words: autism spectrum disorder, reporting behavior, behavioral chains
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