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A Case Study on Clay Work Skill as Savant Skill and Teaching Sketch
Skill for a Boy with Pervasive Developmental Disorder

Shigeki SONOYAMA, Daisuke UMEZU, Akatsuki KATSUURA and Akiko KURAMITSU

In a person with autistic disorder with mental retardation, there is a person showing particularly su-
perior ability, and the people are called as autistic savant. In this study, we interviewed a mother about
process of a superior skill of clay work considered to be one of savant skill about a third grade boy
with pervasive developmental disorder, and took up some of a main work. In addition, taught him
sketch skills considered to be unpolished in terms of age and examined the characteristic about sketch-
ing. As a result, it was showed that he began clay work from 4 years old, made almost by himself,
and performed clay molding in form to reproduce the thing which he memorized. In addition, about a
sketch skill, it was suggested that some of characteristics of pervasive developmental disorder, i.e.,
tendency for the preservation of sameness, difficulty of perceptual organization, and difficulty of allo-

cation of attention, were related to his unpolished sketch skill.

Key Words: savant skill, pervasive developmental disorder, clay work, sketch skill
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