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R/FEL TR D, LA T, oA
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Method of Instruction and Care for Feeble-minded Children
in Yawata Gakuen from 1937 to 1942

Satoko TAKANO

In 1928, Yasuhisa Kubodera established Yawata Gakuen, an institution for feeble-minded children.
The institution catered to both children with feeble-mindedness and delinquents. In the institution,
from 1937 to 1942, there was an increase in the number of not only young feeble-minded children but
also older delinquent children. Therefore, the education provided in the institution had to be based on
the individual needs of each child. Nevertheless, the institution overcame this problem by dividing the
children in groups and performing activities, such as enacting scenes from professional and daily lives.
However, the child who was not suitable for group activity received individual instruction. The
activities which the children participated in were diverse, for example, making woodwork and
handicrafts, and farming. The collages made by the children of this institution were well known, and
numerous exhibitions were held. The reason that the institution was able to perform such activities was
because it built a crafts work place in 1938 and received agricultural lands in 1941. In addition, the

institution’s staff had sufficient technical knowledge.

Key words: Yawata Gakuen for Education and Care of Feeble-minded Children, Institution for Feeble-
minded Children, Yasuhisa Kubodera, Collage
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