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Abstract

A Female Single parent as (fille) :
Yuko Tsushima’s The Territory of Light and Marie NDiaye's Rosie Carpe

Arisa KONNO

In YukoTsushima’s The Territory of Light and Marie NDiaye's Rosie Carpe, the single parents
leave from the houses that their children’s fathers forced them to live in. This article examines, by
referring to French words “fille” (unmarried and young woman) and “femme” (women, mature
woman and wife), the conflicts these women experiences. These words, indicating the social
position of women, signify that the identity of women is decided by the sexual relationships
between men. However, the single mothers are unable to be defined either as “fille” or “femme”.
The society requires the female single parents to take the role of “mother”. While the protagonists
internalize this social rule, they feel resistant to it at the same time. This article will show that the

identity as “fille” of the single parent the defiant attitude against the gender roles.
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