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Mental Image Verbalization to Improve Vocabulary Development
Abilities: Using a Mandal-Art-like Learning Activity

SEKIGUCHI Mio

[Abstract] When having a conversation, speakers verbalize mental images by
selecting a stored sign. This sign is processed in their memory through search,
choice and extraction. In the current study, learners thought of related terms using
a mandala-art-like method; a learning activity with as purpose to come up with
words on their own. As a result, the author determined that the method to come up
with related terms varies among learners. The majority of learners used a hierarchy
taxonomy (classification) starting from a concept already established in their minds,
i.e. a word they already know, while a minority of learners attempted verbalization
via visual or auditory images.

This paper first describes the learning activity. Then the thought process to obtain
the end result and the changing learners' classification awareness are analyzed.
Finally, the report considers vocabulary production ability improvement though the
verbalization of mental images.

[Keywords] Idea generation method Mandala-art-like activity Taxonomy Image

verbalization
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