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The Challenge of the Catholic Humanistic Education in Timor-Leste
— The Activity of Colégio Santo Inacio de Loiola ——

Naoki KUWABARA

I visited Colégio Santo Inacio de Loiola, a Jesuit high school in Timor-Leste, with Prof.
Hidefusa Natsuaki Kokugakuin University (sociology of education). This report is the survey
of the visit.

As the general problems in the education of this country, two points can be pointed out, i.e.
the difficulty in the primary and the secondary education and the problem of the state policy
on language.

The working languages in Timor-Leste are and Tetum, English and Bahasa Indonesia. The
government is promoting the use of Portuguese as the official language. However, there are
few teachers, students, pupils who can understand Portuguese. The excessive burden of the
language education causes the lack of the ability in the basic learning, especially that of the
natural science and mathematics.

The central problem of the primary and the secondary education is the maintenance of
the infrastructure, i.e. textbooks, classrooms, and the facilities. Especially in public schools,
school hours are absolutely insufficient because of “the instruction in two shifts”.

The Catholic schools are free from the problem of “the instruction in two shifts” and
ensure the environment for the substantial education. In the future, Catholic schools are
expected to produce students with enough ability in the basic learning that can support
the future of this country. But there is a limit in the Catholic schools. Because the Catholic
schools are private schools, it is hard to accept students from any other social class than
from the social class whose income are above a certain level.

The Colégio Santo Inacio de Loiola is going to challenge this limit that usual Catholic
schools are confronted with by “the Ulmera project”. The Colégio Santo Inacio de Loiola
promotes to let the children of the home village Ulmera who are difficult to enter this school
because of the various reasons, e.g. the lack of the interest for the education of their parents,
the low level of the education in the public school of the village, poverty of their family which
cannot pay school expenses. The Colégio Santo Inacio de Loiola gives the free special class
for entrance examination to students who hope to enter this school. The Colégio Santo Inacio
de Loiola also provides the children who cannot pay the tuition for an economic reason with
a scholarship.

“The Ulmera project” shows that Society of Jesus is a monastic order of “the challenge”.
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The characteristic of monastic orders, especially of the Society of Jesus is “the multi-
nationality”. The Jesuit group of teachers of the Colégio Santo Inacio de Loiola consists of
the Filipino principal, the Japanese director and seminarian, Portuguese and the Timorese
seminarians. Among them, the Japanese and the Filipino struggles desperately to learn
Portuguese and Tetum and daringly teach as “a foreigner” in Timor-Leste. This fact
shows their spirit for “the challenge”. Of course, Timorese people are well versed in the
circumstances of Timor-Leste. However, the community consisting of only Timoreses is apt
to accept the social reality that Timor-Leste was put into only as “the destiny” that cannot
be changed. However, if the Timoreses cooperate with foreigners, they can have an idea of
changing the reality of Timor-Leste, and can advance to “the challenge”.

We watched “the spirit of challenge “of the Jesuits of the present days in the activity of the

Colégio Santo Inacio de Loiola.
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