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On the Acquisition of Movement Verbs by Intermediate Level Japanese Language Learners:
A Survey of iku/kuru Usage
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The verb iku/kuru and auxiliary verb te iku/te kuru expresses movement, has a high frequency of use
as expression from the speaker's point of view, and is an important expression in the Japanese language.
However, Japanese learners at the intermediate level seem to be confused about the direction or the
meaning of the verbs and often make errors. To understand why this occurs, in this study, we have
administered a questionnaire survey to native Japanese speakers and also to Japanese language learners.
The survey inquired as to how they used verbs in the te iku/kuru form. We then performed a comparative
analysis to investigate the results.

Our target sample was 15 Japanese language learners in an intermediate level class. Some of the
learners were interviewed about their understanding of the verbs and personal thoughts about how they
improved their usage. There were some errors, but overall the understanding of the verb iku/kuru and te
iku/te kuru improved. This confirmed that the classes proved to be effective for intermediate level Japanese
language learners.
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