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The Function of the Conjunctive Particle Kara at the End of Sentences
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In the present paper, | have tried to summarize the phenomenon that using Japanese conjunctive
particle kara at the end of sentences creates new functions. Discussion is based on the discourse
construction when kara appears at the end of sentences. As a result, it was found that three functions are
newly created: (1) to express sympathy or to try to convince; (2) to urge the interlocutor to do something;
and (3) to express the speaker’s negative emotion. | also note that kara is used in a kyowa (collaborative
dialogue) when it is expressing sympathy or trying to convince and used in a taiwa (non-collaborative
dialogue) when it is urging the interlocutor to do something or expressing speaker’s negative emotion.

As an end-of-sentence expression, kara’s functions are different from the traditional functions of
Japanese conjunctive particles. Among them, you will find that some kara serve the same basic function as
a Japanese conjunctive particle, and you can also find some kara which only serve a interpersonal function
are separated from the traditional one. Kara’s function as an end-of-sentence expression used to be similar
to that of Japanese conjunctive particles, but it is losing the connection with main clause and now
achieving new functions.
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