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This paper focuses upon the period between 1938 and 1987 during which Lee Byung-chul, founder of
Samsung Group had run the conglomerate, and examines how much and in which ways the Samsung
Group had been influenced by and/or from Japan, from the viewpoints of capital building, growth model
and technology, in the course of which period Samsung had been growing to one of the largest Korean
conglomerates (chaebol). Samsung started out as a small local company under Japanese colonial rule. It is
natural to some extent for a company under colonial rule to rely upon the ruling Japan with regard to social
infrastructure, capital, technology, etc., and what is more important is how much and in which ways it did
rather than the extent of Japanese influence. Although after 1945 Japanese influence on Korean companies
diminished, compared to the colonial rule period, it was still very strong. The growth of Samsung showed
the characteristics of bonds with political power, business diversification, speedy response to domestic and
global market changes, and heavy reliance upon Japan and Japanese companies. First, Samsung borrowed
money from Japanese banks and companies for capital building. Second, regarding its growth model,
Samsung mainly borrowed business management skills and strategies, as well as imitated business models
of electronics and semi-conductors from Japanese companies. Third, Japan’s technological influence
consists of introducing training programs and quality control skills.
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5 1974: 28-30, V.4 A L FAEEE 1988: 375),
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RN T AV ATHGEEREL Tz, 7 A U I OEEREHET IMB S0 OEEZRITIZEDIZE A
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P AR NL, EEERASOFHEE ORI G IR L0 AT 57 v oIS AEBA K E 7
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L IRARTUN

F CEFEEICHEN T AR B A RA L TV A RO L EREELZ R U TERZBAL,
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