Offprint from

At the Dawn of History

Ancient Near Eastern Studies

in Honour of

J. N. Postgate

Volume 1

edited by

YAGMUR HEFFRON, ADAM STONE, and MARTIN WORTHINGTON

Winona Lake, Indiana
EISENBRAUNS

2017



Copyright © 2017 Eisenbrauns Inc.
All rights reserved.
Printed in the United States of America.

www.eisenbrauns.com

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Names: Heffron, Yagmur, editor. | Stone, Adam, 1981- editor. | Worthington,
Martin, editor. | Postgate, J. N., honoree.

Title: At the Dawn of History : Ancient Near Eastern Studies in Honour of J.N.
Postgate / edited by Yagmur Heffron, Adam Stone, and Martin Worthington.

Description: Winona Lake, Indiana : Eisenbrauns, 2017. | Includes bibliographical
references. | Description based on print version record and CIP data provided
by publisher; resource not viewed.

Identifiers: LCCN 2016049835 (print) | LCCN 2016049136 (ebook) | ISBN
9781575064741 (ePDF 2-volume set) | ISBN 9781575064710 (cloth, set 2
volumes : alk. paper) | ISBN 9781575064727 (volume 1 : alk. paper) | ISBN
9781575064734 (volume 2 : alk. paper)

Subjects: LCSH: Iraq—Civilization—To 634. | Iraq—History—To 634. | Iraq—
Antiquities. | Civilization, Assyro-Babylonian. | Akkadian language—Texts.

Classification: LCC DS69.5 (print) | LCC DS69.5 .A86 2017 (ebook) | DDC
935—dc23

LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2016049835

The paper used in this publication meets the minimum requirements of the American National
Standard for Information Sciences—Permanence of Paper for Printed Library Materials, ANSI
739.48-1984.™



Contents

Volume 1

Editors’ Preface . . . . . . . . .. ix

Nicholas Postgate’s Publications . . . . . .. . .. .. ... ... ........ xiii

A Fragment of a Stele from Umma . . . . . . ... ... ... ... ... ... . 1
Lamia Ar-Gamant WERR

In the Shade of the Assyrian Orchards ... . . . . . .. .. ... ... ...... 7
MARIE-FRANCOISE BESNIER

The Su-Suen Year 9 sa,du,, ku,ra, Flour Dossier from Puzri$-Dagan . . . . . . . 25
RoBERT BIGGS

To Eat Like a God: Religion and Economy in Old Babylonian Nippur . . . . . . 43
NIcOLE BRriscH

Remarks on the Earliest History of Horoscopy . . . . . . . ... ... ... ... 5b
Davib BRowN

A Ceramic Assemblage of the Early Literate Periods from Sumer . . . . . . . .. 73
DANIEL CALDERBANK AND JANE MOON

Stolen, Not GIven? . . . . . . . . . . . e e e e 85

MaRria DoOLORES CASERO CHAMORRO

Are We Any Closer to Establishing How Many Sumerians per Hectare?
Recent Approaches to Understanding the Spatial Dynamics of
Populations in Ancient Mesopotamian Cities . . . . . . . . . .. ... .. 95
CARLO COLANTONI

New Perspectives on ‘Early Mesopotamia’ . . . . . .. . .. ... ... ..... 119
HARRIET CRAWFORD
Of Arches, Vaultsand Domes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 127

STEPHANIE DALLEY

Ethnicity in the Assyrian Empire: A View from the Nisbe, (III)
“Arameans” and Related Tribalists . . . . . . . . . . .. .. ... ... .. 133

FREDERICK MARIO FALES



vi Contents

Instruktionen Tukult-Ninurtas I. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 179
HermuTt FREYDANK

Gods, Temples, and Cult at the Service of the Early Hittite State . . . . . . . .. 189
MARIE-HENRIETTE GATES

The Ending of the Cinekoy Inscription . . . . . . . ... ... .. ... .. ... 211
Davib HAWKINS

A New Palatial Ware or a Case of Imitation of Egyptian Pottery?
The Brownish Red Slip (BRS) from Qatna and Its Significance
within the Northern Levantine Ceramic Tradition of
the Mid-Second Millennium BC . . . . . . . . . . ... ... ... .... 217

MAaRrco IaMONI

Building on the Past: Gertrude Bell and the Transformation of Space

intheKaradag . . . . . .. ... ... ... .. o o 239
MARK JACKSON
Studies in the Lexicon of Neo-Aramaic . . . . . . . . . . . . . v v v v v v v .. 255

GEOFFREY KHAN

The Temple of Salmanu at Dur-Katlimmu, Nergal of Hubsalum,
and Nergal-ere§ . . . . . . .. . ... L L 271
HarT™MUT KUHNE

Between Slavery and Freedom . . . . . . ... ... 00000000 289
MoGENS TROLLE LLARSEN

The Kingand HisArmy . . . . . .. .. .. ... .. . . . ... 301
MAaRrIO LIVERANI

Two Middle Assyrian Delivery Notes from the British Museum’s
Tablet Collection . . . . . . . . . o o 313
JEANETTE C. FINCKE AND JAUME LLOP-RADUA

The Governors of Halzi-atbari in the Neo-Assyrian Period . . . . . . . . ... .. 321
Mikko LUukko
Never The Same River Twice: The Goksu Valley Through the Ages . . . . . . .. 335

Naoise Mac SWEENEY and TEVFIK EMRE SERIFOGLU

Piecing the Jigsaw ... . . . . . . .. ..o L L Lo 355
HARRIET MARTIN

A Palace for the King of Ere§? Evidence from the Early Dynastic City
of Abu Salabikh, SouthIraq . . . . . . . ... ... ... ... ...... 363
ROGER MATTHEWS and WENDY MATTHEWS



Contents

vil

How Many Sumerians Does It Take to Put Out the Rubbish? . . . . . . .. . ..
Aucusta McMAHON

Volume 2

The Location of Rasappa . . . . . .. .. .. ... ... ... ... .......
SiMo PARPOLA

Making Fire in Uruk-Period Abu Salabikh . . . . . .. .. ... ... ... ...
SusaN PoLLocK

A Neo-Assyrian Legal Document from Tell Sitak . . . . . . ... ... ... ...
KAREN RADNER

The Assyrian Palace at Nabi Yunus, Nineveh . . . . . . .. .. .. ... ... ..
JULIAN READE

The Socio-Economics of Cuneiform Scholarship after the ‘End of Archives’:
Views from Borsippaand Uruk . . . . ... .. ... .. ... ......
ELEANOR ROBSON

Eine Konigskette im Heiligtum der IStar von Assur . . . . . . . . .. ... ...
URSuLA SEIDL
On the Tablet Trail: Herdsmen’s Employment for
Royal Wives in the Ur III Period . . . . . . .. .. ... ... ... ....
T. M. SHARLACH
An Expedition of King Shalmaneser I and Prince Tukulti-Ninurta
to Carchemish . . . . . . . . . . .
DAISUKE SHIBATA
The Role of Stimulants in Early Near Eastern Society:
Insights through Artifactsand Texts . . . . . . .. . .. ... .. ... ..
DiANA STEIN

An Estimate of the Population of the City of Umma in Ur III Times . . . . . . .
PIOTR STEINKELLER

ErzaBerH C. STONE

The Terminology for Times of the Day in Akkadian . . . . . . . .. .. .. ...
MicHAEL P. STRECK



viii Contents

‘Counter-Archaeology’: Putting the Ur III Drehem Archives
Back in the Ground . . . . . . . . . . . ...
CHRISTINA TSOUPAROPOULOU

Meaning in Perspective: Some Akkadian Terms for ‘Foundation’—
-ussu, temennu, iSdu, durusSSu- . . .. ... e e e e e
Jonanna TUDpEAU

Nergal-etir’s Correspondence in the Light of BM 30205, and a
Preliminary Edition of BM 36543, another Fragmentary
Neo-Assyrian Letter in the Babylon Collection of the British Museum . . .
GRETA VAN BUYLAERE

Seven Debt-Notes of Anatolians from Ancient Kanesh . . . . . . . . . . .. ..
Kraas R. VEENHOF

Oracle Bones at the Sichuan University Museum . . . . . . . .. ... ... ...
XIANHUA WANG AND CHANGHONG CHEN

Association of the Dog with Healing Power in Mesopotamia . . . . . . . .. ..
CHIKARO E. WATANABE

Ugaritic Military Terms in the Light of Comparative Linguistics . . . . . . . . . .
WILFRED G. E. WATSON

Tabal and the Limits of Assyrian Imperialism . . . . . . ... .. ... .. ...
MARK WEEDEN

Ein dritter Backstein mit der groBen Inschrift des Konigs Takil-ilissu von
Malgtiim und der Tonnagel des Ipig-IStar . . . . . .. . ... . ... ...
Craus WILCKE

Assur among the Gods of Urartu . . . . . . . ... ... ... ... ... ..
PAUL ZIMANSKY



EISENBRAUNS

Offprint from:

Heffron, Stone, and Worthington, eds., Az the Dawn of History:
Ancient Near Eastern Studies in Honour of J. N. Postgate

© Copyright 2017 Eisenbrauns. All rights reserved.

An Expedition of King Shalmaneser I and
Prince Tukulti-Ninurta to Carchemish

DAISUKE SHIBATA

Assyria and Hatti both, from East and West respectively, conquered territories formerly
belonging to Mittani. Unsurprisingly, then, recent studies have uncovered complexities in their
political relationship in the 13th century B.C.:! while some sources appear to suggest battles
between the two states, others reveal diplomatic negotiations and alliances. A Middle Assyrian
document from an archive from Tell Taban offers new information on this topic, revealing that
in the closing period of his reign, in the eponymate of Enlil-asaréd, King Shalmaneser I was
bound for Carchemish together with Prince Tukulti-Ninurta. It is a great pleasure to place an
edition and study of this document in a volume honouring Nicholas Postgate, who both makes
such extremely important contributions to Neo- and Middle Assyrian studies and directed the
excavation of Kilise Tepe.

A Middle Assyrian Document from Tell Taban, Tab T05A-609

The archival texts from Tell Taban / Tabetu enable us to study not only the local kingdom
of Mari,? but also the wider region of Assyria and even its surrounding countries. One adminis-
trative text, Tab T0O5A-609, contributes to study of Assyria and its vicinity. The tablet was found
in a block of tablets (see fig. 1).” The text it bears refers to an event which is suggestive in many
respects. First, I would like to offer an edition of the text:*

Tab T05A-609 (copy: fig. 2, photograph: fig. 3)

Obv. 1 "10" UDUNITA MU-4 2 SILA,
2 "a"na LUGAL qar-ru-bu
$ "1 UDU".NITA MU-2 mdST]IM-le-i

Author’s note: Earlier versions of this paper were presented in the workshop ‘Administration and Law in
the Ancient Near East’, in Damascus, 10th-11th October 2008, and Table-ronde du projet franco-japonais
«Sakura», at the University of Tsukuba, 25th November 2009. I would like to thank the participants of
both workshops for their remarks. I am also grateful to Martin Worthington for important suggestions,
and to Simone Muhl for the beautiful map. This study was supported by MEXT KAKENHI Grant Num-
ber 24101009 and JSPS KAKENHI Grant Number 26370817.

1. Sources and studies related to this topic are very usefully collected by Giorgieri (2011). See
furthermore Miller 2012 and Yamada 2011.

2. On the local kingdom of Mari see Shibata 2011 and 2012.

3. See Shibata 2007: 64; 2016: 99-101.

4. Tam grateful to DGAM and Hirotoshi Numoto, the director of the Tell Taban Archaeological
Project, for permission to publish the document. The text will be re-edited in the final report on the
archive.
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492 Daisuke Shibata

Fig. 1. The Middle Assyrian tablets as found by the excavators. The lext edited here, Tab TO5A-609, is on the left
edge. © Tell Taban Archaeological Project.

4 2 UDUNITA MU-2 md[SKUR-SES-SUM-na ka'-kar-di-nu
5 1 UDU.NITA MU-2 " Hi-qu
6 1 UDU.NITA MU-3 DUMU.MUNUS "Qi-bi-*A-sur
7 1 UDUNIM " Mu-na-bi-tu
8 1 UDU.NITA MU-2 itna U, 10.KAM i+na "nap-te'né
9 i+na " Ku-lis-hi-na-as* e-pi-i[$]
10 1 UDUNIM itna U, 10.KAM-ma “i+na " A-da-lis-hi
11 1 UDUNITA MU-2 itna U, 11.KAM
12 "i+na’ ““A-da-li-is-hi-ma
B.E. 13 "1' [UDU.N{|TA MU-2 mgSTUKUL-i- “Nin-urta
14 [SUNIGI]N 22 UDU.MES

Rev. 15 [§]la DUMUMES “(NA). GADA.MES
16 "ki'-i LUGAL i+na "Ku-"li-i5-hi-na
17 a-na "“Ga-ar-ga-mi-si
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18 e-ti-qu-ni
19 lu-u a-na LZUGAL u lu-i
20 a-na pi-qi-te qar-ru-bu

(vacat)
21 "Sa-bu-tu U, 10.KAM li-mu
22 mEn-lil-SAG

1 10 sheep, four years old, 2 lambs
2 served for the king (of Assyria).

3 1 sheep, two years old, (for) Salmanu-le’i

4 2 sheep, two years old, (for) Adad-aha-iddina, the confectioner
5 1 sheep, two years old, (for) Hiqu

6 1 sheep, three years old, (for) a daughter of Qibi-A§Sur

7 1 spring-lamb (for) Munnabittu

8 1 sheep, two years old, used on the 10th day at the banquet
9 in the city of Kulishina$
10 1 spring-lamb, also on the 10th day in the town of AdaliShu
11 1 sheep, two years old, on the 11th day
12 also in the town of Adalishu
13 1 [she]ep, two years old, (for) Tukult-Ninurta

14 [Tot]al 22 sheep

15 [o]f the members (‘sons’) of the flock masters.

16-19 When the king (of Assyria) passed through the city of Kulishina(§) to the
city of Carchemish,

19 they (= sheep) were served for the king or

20 for the allocation.

21 Month of Sabutu, 10th day, eponymate of
22 Enlil-asaréd

Philological Notes

On the format of the text, the date, the persons, and the toponyms, see below.

2 The verb garrubu (Bab. qurrubu), in a sense of delivering gifts as well as serving meals,
clearly has a nuance of respectful presentation. See attestations in CAD Q 237-38, sub gerébu
10b-c. It is obvious that in lines 2 and 20 the verb is used because the recipient is an Assyrian
king.

15 It is safe to assume that the sign NA was omitted by mistake. The context clearly re-
quires "NA.GADA = nagidu ‘flock-master’, as suggested by comparable documents of the same
period, e.g., Jakob 2003a: 365-73, Rollig 2008: 195 sub nagidu, and Ismail and Postgate 2008.

16 The spelling " Ku-li-is-hi-na, may be a (local-scribal?) variant of Kulishinas. The same
spelling is attested also in Tab T05A-151, 10 (see Shibata 2012: 494-95).



494 Daisuke Shibata

Tab TO5A-609

Fig. 2. Hand-copy of Tab TO5A-609.
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Fig. 3. Photograph of Tab TO5A-609. © The Tell Taban Archaeological Project.
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Date

The text has a date formula documenting that it was written on the 10th day of the month
of Sabutu in the eponymate of Enlil-asaréd. The month of Sabutu belongs to the Middle Assyr-
ian local calendar of Tabetu.® The literal meaning of the month name, ‘the seventh’, may sug-
gest that the month occurred in Autumn or Spring,® although its relationship to the Assyrian
calendar remains unclear. As for the eponymate of Enlil-aSaréd, even though the chronological
sequence of eponyms in the Middle Assyrian period is still disputed, the chronological place of
this eponymate is, fortunately, agreed on by most researchers: it belongs in the very late reign
of King Shalmaneser I, between the Usat-Marduk and Ittabsi-déen-AsSur.” The year corresponds
to the 28th regnal year of Shalmaneser I, i.e., 1246/36 B.C. In the city of Tabetu, the year ap-
pears to be placed in the reign of the local ruler, AsSur-ketta-lésir I.*

Format and Purpose

The tablet, which is almost intact, bears no sealing and there is no envelope. Such charac-
teristics clearly indicate that it is not a document produced for the reference of two parties, but
rather an internal record of a single institution. The format is suggestive of an administrative
memorandum.’

The basic format of the text is very clear. It records the consumption of sheep, and has
characteristics common to documents about flock masters (nagidu) and animal husbandry.'
Such texts are known especially from the recently published Middle Assyrian archives of Tell
Ali / Atmannu and Tell Seh Hamad / Dar-Katlimmu.!" The first half of texts of this type lists
the number and type of the consumed sheep. Next to the sheep, the list also specifies to whom
the sheep were served, and the purposes to which the sheep were put. In our case, the list ends
with a sum of the sheep in lines 14-15, which mention that the sheep were brought by the flock
masters. The latter half of texts of this type gives the reason why and the occasion on which

5. See Shibata 2010: 226.

6. On the assumption that the local calendar began in the Spring and had an intercalary month,
the month of Sabutu would fall in the Autumn. However, the calendar of Old Babylonian Sippar applied
the month name Sebutum to the first month in the Spring (Greengus 1987: esp. 213; see also Green-
gus 2001). As suggested by Lambert (1989), the case of Sippar may be explained as remnant of an old
tradition that the new year began in the Autumn, and therefore the first month in the Spring remained
designated as the ‘seventh’.

7. See e.g., Freydank 2005: 49; Rollig 2008: 4; Bloch 2009: 147; Salah 2014: 62. Reculeau proposes
to postulate Ris-Adad, which order remains in discussion, between Usat-Marduk and Enlil-aSared, but
with a question mark (2011: 161 with fn. 50 and p. 172).

8. See Shibata 2011: 170-71. On the grammatically unexpected accusative form ketta in the name
AsSur-ketta-lesir see Shibata 2012: 489-90 with fn. 3.

9. On the typology and administrative background of Middle Assyrian archival texts see Postgate
1986, 2003 and most recently and comprehensively 2013. On Middle Assyrian administrative memo-
randa see Postgate 2013: esp. 195-96, 233-5, 297 and 415.

10. On the defective writing of the logogram see above, philological note to line 15. On naqidu see
Ismail and Postgate 2008: 149-51. See also Jakob 2003: 365-72, and Réllig 2008: 6.

11. See Ismail and Postgate 2008 (Tell Ali) and Rollig 2008 (Dur-Katlimmu). See also Postgate
2013: 294-326 and Jakob 2003a: 365-73.
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the sheep were consumed. Here the text states that the sheep were consumed ‘when the king
passed through the city of Kuli$hina$ to the city of Carchemish’, and served (garrubii) ‘to the
king or for the allocation’.

Identification of the Persons

To clarify the background of the text we will begin with the identification of the individu-
als mentioned in our text. The most important person is certainly the ‘king’. As well as in a
sentence in the latter half of the text (1. 16 and 19), he is mentioned also in the first half of the
text, at the very beginning of the list preceding other people. In addition to his position in the
list, his importance is indicated by the extraordinary quantity of meat served to him (ten sheep
and two lambs), and by the verb garrubu.

Theoretically there are two possibilities for the identification of this ‘king’. He could have
been either the king of Assyria, Shalmaneser I, or the local ruler, the king of the land of Mari,
ASSur-ketta-lesir I. However, it is obvious that the ‘king’ here designates not the local ruler but
the Assyrian king. Like contemporary archival texts from other cities, the archival texts from
Tabetu always refer to Assyrian kings only as ‘king” without their names, whereas local rulers
appear by their names.'?

‘Important person number two’ seems to be the individual mentioned at the very end of
the list, a certain Tukulti-Ninurta (1. 13). The allusion to King Shalmaneser I of Assyria makes it
highly probable that this Tukulti-Ninurta is none but the person who succeeded to the throne
of Assyria as king Tukulti-Ninurta I. This is all the more likely in view of a certain ‘taboo’ about
using royal names for common persons.'® As mentioned above, the text dates in the very late
reign of Shalmaneser I, who must have been elderly. It is very probable that Tukulti-Ninurta
held a high position such as regent as well as crown prince.

We may safely expect that other members listed in the text were also important persons in
the Assyrian court or retainers of the Assyrian king, such as Adad-aha-iddina, the confectioner
(1. 4), who is to be interpreted as a confectioner working for the king, though otherwise not at-
tested. Unfortunately, for Salmanu-e’i (1. 3),'* Hiqu (1. 5),'® and Munnabittu (1. 7),'® it remains
unclear what kind of status they held at the Assyrian court. Nevertheless, a lady called ‘daughter
of Qibi-Assur’ (1. 6) can be identified. This lady, who is the only one woman in this list, must
have held a position of high status at the Assyrian court, and her father, Qibi-ASSur, must have

12. E.g., Tab T0O5A-151: 8 (ed. Shibata 2012: 494-97). See ibid.: 497

13. See Radner 2005: 35 with fn. 198. It is possible that Tukulti-Ninurta was not his birth name but
his throne name, given at appointment as crown prince. See Radner 2005: 33-5.

14. See Saporetti 1970: 468.

15. A person of the same name is referred to in a list of persons, VAT 16380 (rev. 13), which is
dated by the eponym Qibi-Assur (son of Ibassi-ili in the 2nd regnal year of Tukulti-Ninurta I?) and stems
from the archive Assur M 8 (hand-copy: Weidner 1939-41, pl. V; ed. Saporetti 1979: 13-16; see Llop
2009: 10, no. 85). See Saporetti 1970: 226. The list possibly enumerates high officials (see Saporetti 1979:
16). If the list indeed dates to the eponymate of Qibi-AsSur, son of Ibassi-ili, and concerns the high of-
ficials, it is not impossible that the two Hiqus are one and same person, though this is highly speculative
and not certain.

16. Several persons by this name are attested, see Saporetti 1970: 330. It is not clear if the present
Munnabbittu should be identified with one of them.
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Amuda

Carchem1§h (Gargamis)

Tell Chuera/ Harbu  Hassake

. Tell Bderi/ Dur-Assur-ketta lesir
Tell Sabi Abyad’ Tell Boueld~\-/

Tell Taban / Tabetu Nineveh (Ninua)

Nimrud / Kalbu

Tell Sheikh-Hammad / i)ﬁriKatlimmu

':Qal‘at-SheI:qat’_/ ASSut

Fig. 4. Map of the area around Tell Taban.

been a very important person in the Assyrian state. The references to Shalmaneser I make it
very likely that this Qibi-ASSur was the person of the same name who was a nephew of Shalma-
neser I and held the office of the Grand Vizier (sukkallu rabi’u).'” A daughter of this prominent
figure of the state fits our context well.

Identification of the Toponyms, the Reconstruction of the Itinerary
and the Problem of Locating Kulishina(s)

We have seen that the document records a visit of the Assyrian royal family. Where did the
royal company come from, and where was it heading? To answer these questions we need to
treat the toponyms mentioned in the text: Kuli$hina(s), AdaliShu and Carchemish (Gargamis).
On the toponyms mentioned below see the map in fig. 4.

We will begin with the city of Kulishinas, where, according to lines 16-18, the company
passed through (1l. 16-18). The city is mentioned also in lines 8-9, which refer to a sheep eaten

17. On Qibi-Assur and his family see Cancik-Kirschbaum 1996: 19-29; Cancik-Kirschbaum 1999;
Jakob 2003a: 59-65.
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in a banquet in KuliShina§, on the 10th day of a month. Kulishina$ was one of the important
Assyrian provincial cities in the Upper Habur region at that time.'® Researchers assume that
the city is located at modern Tell Amuda in the Upper Habur region, though this localization is
highly problematic.' The problem will be discussed below.

The second place the company visited was the city of AdaliShu. The city is mentioned
twice in lines 10 and 12 following the mention of KuliShinas. As in the preceding line, these
lines refer to sheep eaten in banquets in AdaliShu on the 10th day and the 11th day. Adalishu
must have been located somewhere near the city of Tabetu, although its exact location is not
yet known. The city is referred to in a fragmentary cylinder-inscription of a later local ruler of
Tabetu, ASSur-ketta-lesir II, which dates to the end of the 12th century B.C., was brought by
an antiquities dealer, and probably stems from the ruin of Adalishu.*
commemorates the fortification of the mound of AdaliShu by this local ruler. The present
document suggests that AdaliShu was located within the territory of the local dynasty of Tabetu
already in the 13th century B.C. The same is suggested by a Middle Assyrian letter from the
archive of Tell Taban (Tab T05A-134), which refers to Ili-pada, another well-known Grand Vi-
zier of Assyria, staying in the city of Adalishu.?! Adali$hu appears to have been an important
satellite-city in the land of Mari. As for its location, the present document suggests that it was
located to the north of Tabetu — if it were located to the south of Tabetu, the royal company
would presumably have instead lodged in Tabetu, the capital of the land of Mari: it would be
extremely unlikely for Shalmaneser I and his company to skip over Tabetu and lodge overnight
in the satellite-city. The city is therefore at one of the sites between Tell Taban and probably the
region of the modern city of Hassake.*

The cylinder-inscription

18. That Kulishina$ was located in the Upper Habur region is suggested by tabulated lists of fixed
offerings delivered by provinces, which are included in the archives of the Offerings House in the temple
of AsSur (M4). The lists put Kulishina$ in the group of the provinces in the Upper Habur region (Frey-
dank 1982, no. 21, 11; Freydank and Feller 2004, no. 1, 13, no. 2, 14, no. 14, 12, no. 64, 5 and no. 67, 10;
Freydank and Feller 2005, no. 49, 10, no. 50, obv. 10" and no. 62, 6 “; Freydank and Feller 2010, no. 1, 12,
no. 2, 14, no. 6, 12, no. 9, 9" and no. 12, 12). On the lists and the archives see Postgate 2013: 89-146. See
also Freydank and Feller 2006, no. 93, 4; Freydank and Feller 2004, no. 55, 60" " and no. 60, 11. That the
city was already an Assyrian province in the late reign of Shalmaneser I is indicated by another text from
the archive of Tell Taban, Tab T05A-151, which is dated in the eponymate of AsSur-nadin-Sumeé (Shibata
2012: 494-97). The text refers to flour delivered to the Assyrian provincial cities in the Upper Habur
region, Nahur, KuliShina§ and Amasakku. See also Cancik-Kirschbaum 2014: 299.

19. Machinist 1982, Maul and Fischer 2004. See also Postgate 1983-84.

20. Maul 1992: 35-41.

21. See Shibata 2015.

22. On the localization of AdaliShu see most recently Kithne 2013, who proposes to identify the
city with Tell Boueid (ca 6 km north of Tell Taban as crow flies) on the west bank of the Habur, opposite
Tell Bderi. Indeed, AdaliShu is probably north of Tell Taban, as suggested by the present document. See
also Shibata 2015: 144-45. As for the identification of Adalishu with Tell Bderi / Dur-Assur-ketta-lesir
proposed by C. Michel (Michel 1993: 90-91; see Cancik-Kirschbaum 1997: 449), I hesitate to follow it,
because the inscription commemorating the fortification of Tell-Bderi / Dur-Assur-ketta-lésir states ‘I (=
ASSur-ketta-lésir II) did not know its (= the mound’s) name’ (Maul 1992, Zylinderinschrift A, 1. 2), suggest-
ing that its name had been forgotten by the reign of ASSur-ketta-lesir II (see Maul 1992: 10). Whereas
another inscription commemorating the fortification of AdaliShu, which was commissioned by the same
local ruler, clearly refers to the name of city, Adalishu (Maul 1992, Zylinderinschrift B, 2 and 17).
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The third toponym is Carchemish (Gargamis), towards which the company seems to have
departed. This city, which is located at the Euphrates on the modern Syrian-Turkish border, is
well-known as the Hittites’ stronghold, being their centre for the rule of Syria at that time.* The
city was governed by an offshoot dynasty of the Hittite royal family, the dynasty of the kings
of Carchemish — chronologically we would expect the city to be governed by Ini-TeSup at that
time.?* Carchemish and its dynasts are mentioned also in the Middle Assyrian texts from Dur-
Katlimmu, Tell Chuera and Tell Sabi Abyad.*

To sum up, the royal company went past Kulishina$ in the Upper Habur region, then
AdaliShu in the Middle Habur region near the city of Tabetu, and soon afterwards departed
for Carchemish, which is on the Euphrates. It is very probable that the company had come
to KuliShina$ from the central part of Assyria, this not being recorded in our document. Pre-
sumably, the company departed the city of Assur heading to northwest along Tigris, and then
turned to west through the upper Habur region.

To reconstruct the itinerary it is necessary to consider a problem raised by the dates of the
banquets in Kulishina$ and AdaliShu. The document mentions that the banquets were held on
the 10th day, in Kulishina$ as well as Adalishu, then in AdaliShu again on the 11th day (1. 8-12).
Furthermore the date formula of the document reveals the document was written on the 10th
day, which seems have preceded the banquets (1. 21).

Let us first treat the problem concerning the date of the document. Since administrative
documents tended to be written to record procedures which had already been carried out, one
might suppose that the ‘10th day’ and ‘11th day’ of the banquets refer not to the month Sabutu,
but to a preceding month. However, if this were the case, one would expect the relevant month
name to be given after the dates of the banquets. It is therefore likelier that the document was
written in the same month as these events, when these sheep were prepared or possibly slaugh-
tered just before they were served up for the banquets.

As for the problem concerning the dates of the banquets, it can be presumed that such a
banquet took place in the presence of guests. The document suggests that the royal company
left KuliShina$ on the 10th day and arrived at Adali$hu on the very same day, then stayed in this
city also on the next day, the 11th day. Such a sequence of the banquets can be also observed at
the usage of the enclitic particle -ma, which follows the dates (1. 10: i+na U, 10.KAM-ma) and a
toponym (L. 12: "i+na’ ""“A-da-li-is-hi-'ma’), and has the sense of ‘also’, ‘likewise’.

However, the above reconstruction raises a serious problem, i.e. the distance between
Kulishinas and Adalishu. As mentioned above, researchers have assumed that Kulishinas is
located at modern Tell Amuda. However, in a straight line, the distance from Tell Amuda to
the modern city of Hassake amounts to around 70 km, and to Tell Taban it is ca. 85 km. Is it
conceivable that a company which included the ageing Assyrian king and the royal lady could
manage such a long distance in one day? On the basis of a well-known itinerary of soldiers from
Dur-Katlimmu,*® B. Faist has calculated that a contingent of soldiers marched about 25-30 km

23. On Carchemish see most recently Mora 2008.

24. See e.g., Mora 2008 and Klengel 1992: 120-28.

25. Cancik-Kirschbaum 1996, nos 6 and 7. See Cancik-Kirschbaum 1996: 32-45, and Cancik-
Kirschbaum 2008. Also letters from Tell Chuéra refer to a prince of Carchemish, Teli-Sarruma (Jakob
1009, nos 24, 25 and 26). Furthermore, rich material from Tell Sabi Abyad is reported by Akkermans and
Wiggermann (2014: 119-21).

26. Rollig 1983.
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each day.?” However this is the case of a forced march by the soldiers. In general, royal travellers
moved more slowly, with many pauses, even if members of royal family are assumed to have
taken a ride in vehicles. For instance, an administrative document from Assur (Freydank 1994,
no. 1) suggests that, on a subsequent occasion, Tukulti-Ninurta I and his company progressed
from Nineveh to Kalhu (ca. 33 km in a straight line), in two days (i 3-7), covering ca. 16.5 km
per day.?® Considering that the road connecting these two very important cities was probably in
better condition than most of the other roads running through Assyria, royal travellers would
probably have advanced even more slowly in other regions. In short, it is extremely unlikely that
the royal company travelled from Tell Amuda to the land of Mari in a single day in an appar-
ently non-emergency situation.

Thus our document raises a serious doubt against the localization of Kulishina$§ at Tell
Amuda. In fact, this localization rests only on the statement of a dealer, who sold some Middle
Assyrian tablets written in Kuli$hinas.?* Needless to say, such information from dealers is not
trustworthy. We would, therefore, do better to abandon this localization and seek KuliShinas
somewhere to the north of the land of Mari, i.e. in the southern part of the Habur-triangle.
Alongside a road passing along the southern foot of the KasSiyari-mountain (modern Tur-Abdin),
Old Assyrian texts suggest the existence of another principal road passing through the south-
ern part of the Habur-triangle.? As suggested by Faist, it is very likely that both roads remained
in use as principal roads in a later period.! It seems not unlikely that the royal company took
the latter road, but branched off from it west of KuliShina$, which might be an important sta-
tion on this road,* to visit the land of Mari, which is not very far from this road. Then, after

27. Faist 2006: 148, fn. 4. Faist suggest that travellers were able to move 20-30 km per day in a
normal situation. See Faist 2001: 198 with fn. 240.

28. See Llop and Shibata 2016: 86.

29. See Aynard and Durand 1980: 1. The tablets were purchased in Lebanon (personal communi-
cation from Jean-Marie Durand). I am grateful to Jean-Marie Durand for the information and encourag-
ing me to pay attention to this fact. Besides, the mound of Tell Amuda seems too small for Kulishinas,
even though Middle Assyrian layers are attested by excavations. See Bunnes and Roobaert-Bunnes 1988,
Faivre 1992, and Tenu 2009: 104-6.

30. See Veenhof 2008: 80, with a map and references to further literature.

31. Faist 2001: 196 with fn. 226 and Faist 2006: 148-50.

32. Probably it is no coincidence that the royal company stayed at Kulishina$. In the Middle As-
syrian period, as suggested by Faist (2001: 197), the city had the role of an important stopping-place on
a road connecting the eastern and the western territories of Assyria. In this respect, it is suggestive that
some Middle Assyrian texts from this city, recently published by Maul and Fischer, document provision
for the messengers going through Kulishina$ (Maul and Fischer 2004, nos 1 and 2). As suggested by Frey-
dank (2012: 211-12), the unclear words in document 2, 1l. 5 and 7, should be read as mih'-he-te (1. 5) and
mih-hi-tisu (1. 7), which indicate the genitive form of mikhutu (< *mihhatu), a feminine variant of mihhu (a
sort of beer used for travel-provision), with vowel assimilation. The same form is also attested in a Middle
Assyrian letter from Tell Chuéra / Harbu, another important station on a principal road connecting
ASSukanni and Sahlala (Jakob 2009, no. 12, 1. 4 with philological note on p. 53; but its plural form,
mihhatusunu). On Harbu as a station see ibid.: 8-11. Kuli$hina$ was most probably an important station,
however presumably a station on the southern road rather than on the northern road running through
the foot of Tur-Abdin. If a road connecting the northern and southern roads really existed (around along
the river Gaggag?) as suggested by Faist (2006: 149, map), Kulishina$ might have been located not at the
cross road between the connecting road and the northern road, i.e., at Tell Amuda, but near the junction
to the southern road. This remains, of course, speculative.
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one day’s stay in AdaliShu, the company may have returned to the principal road and headed
for Carchemish.

Historical Implications of the Text: Purpose of the Visit to Carchemish

Why did the royal company go through the Habur region? We may think of an Assyrian
campaign against Carchemish. As is well known, researchers have discussed possible Assyrian
campaigns against Hatti, being conjectured from sources such as a letter found at Ugarit, RS
34.165,% which suggests the much debated battle of Nihriya, and a few inscriptions of Tukulti-
Ninurta I (Grayson 1987, A.0.78.23, 11. 27-55 and A.0.78.24, 11. 23-33).** However, even if such
a possibility of a campaign against Carchemish is worth considering, the terminologies and the
contents of the present document rather speak against it. Campaigns are usually designated
with the word huradu ‘campaign’ in Middle Assyrian documents, e.g., ana huradi alaku ‘to go on
campaign’.” Furthermore it would be a little odd for a daughter of Qibi-Assur, a royal lady, to
accompany a military campaign.

It therefore seems slightly likelier to me that the present document witnesses to a diplo-
matic journey to Carchemish. We know Middle Assyrian administrative documents referring
to journeys of Assyrian kings as the reason for the performance of transactions.* Such royal
journeys were very common at that time. The present document, describing a visit by Shalma-

neser I accompanied by members of the royal family and courtiers, fits such a scenario well.*”

33. The letter was most recently edited by M. Dietrich (2003 and 2004).

34. As rightly observed by some researchers, such as M. Giorgieri, the sources contain difficulties
in many respects and the alleged battles between Assyria and Hatti remain unclear. See Giorgieri 2011:
esp. 181-2 and literature cited there. See furthermore Miller 2012 and Yamada 2011.

35. See Llop and Shibata 2016: 75-78, where attestations are assembled and studied terminologi-
cally. See furthermore Freydank 1976, esp. pp. 111-12 and Jakob 2003a: 202-8.

36. Attestations are collected in Llop and Shibata 2016: 68-75.

37. We must note, furthermore, that an important concern in the texts referring to journeys
by the Assyrian kings was the food served during the journey (for instance Freydank 1994, no. 1 and
Cancik-Kirschbaum no. 10 treat it in detail). The foodstuff is designated as pigittu, which is translated as
‘allocation’ (see Llop and Shibata 2016, esp. 85 with n. 58 and p. 87; Jakob 2003a: 123-24 and 173-74;
Cancik-Kirschbaum 1996: 153). The sheep listed in the present document are also designated as pigittu
‘allocation’. For instance a letter from Dur-Katlimmu, Cancik-Kirschbaum 1996, no. 10, which treats a
visit of Tukulti-Ninurta I to Dur-Katlimmu, reveals how carefully the officials of Dur-Katlimmu must have
prepared for the royal visit. Entertaining the king and his company was certainly an obligation for those
who were responsible for the governance of each province, which the king’s company went through. In
the case of the present document we can assume the local ruler of Tabetu, ASSur-ketta-lésir I, had to en-
tertain Shalmaneser I and his company, apparently because they went through his territory. It is difficult
to explain, why the sheep consumed in the city of KuliShina§ were also included in the present docu-
ment, since the city was entrusted to a provincial governor. For an unknown reason, the local ruler of
Tabetu seems to have been obliged to arrange the entertainment of the king’s tour in the Upper Habur
region on this occasion. Perhaps a certain power-relationship between the Assyrian provinces and our
local kingdom could be observed here, i.e., the latter appears to have been subordinated to the former.
(In this respect it is noteworthy that another document from Tell Taban, Tab T0O5A-151 [ed. Shibata 2012:
494-8], treats flour prepared for another royal banquet apparently held in the upper Habur region, prob-
ably one of the cities, Nahur, Kuli$hina$§ and Amasakku. See Shibata 2012: 497-98, and Llop and Shibata
2016: 87-89).
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However, while other Middle Assyrian documents pertain to journeys within Assyrian territo-
ries, the present document concerns a royal journey to Carchemish, the Hittite stronghold, i.e.
a diplomatic journey. It is fully conceivable that a member of a royal family could have visited
a foreign country for a diplomatic purpose. A Middle Assyrian letter from Tell Sabi Abyad
recently published by F. A. M. Wiggermann (TSA T02-32) mentions foreign kings, ‘kings of
another land’ (Sarranu Sa mate Sanitte), who visited the city of Assur, probably for the funeral
of Tukulti-Ninurta I.*® Furthermore, Middle Assyrian letters from Tell Chuéra / Harbu refer to
Teli-Sarruma, a prince of Carchemish, who stayed at Harbu while on his diplomatic journey
in Assyria in the eponymate of Ninw’ayu in the latter half of Tukulti-Ninurta I's reign.** Even
if the present document does not, strictly speaking, conclusively prove that the company of
Shalmaneser I actually arrived at Carchemish, it does at least show that the company was on its
way to Carchemish, and the likelihood that they reached it is great. As indicated by recent stud-
ies, the Assyro-Hittite relationship in the 13th century B.C. can be characterized as a complex
situation of ‘conflict and alliance’ until their peaceful relationship was established, apparently
in the second half of Tukulti-Ninurta I’s reign, probably after his conquest of Babylon.* If the
present document indeed witnesses to a diplomatic journey of Shalmaneser I to Carchemish, it
seems reasonable to infer from our document that at the end of Shalmaneser I's reign Assyria
and Hatti had an amicable relationship. How long this relationship lasted is unclear.

On the assumption that Shalmaneser I and Prince Tukulti-Ninurta indeed visited Carche-
mish, they must have met important persons on the Hittite side. In this case, they most prob-
ably met with the king of Carchemish, Ini-Te§Sup. Moreover, it is not impossible that a meeting
with Tudhaliya IV was arranged at Carchemish, although this is, of course, highly speculative.
The concrete purpose of such a meeting still remains unclear. Was there some kind of summit
conference between the Assyrian king and the king of Carchemish, or possibly the Hittite king?
Did Tukulti-Ninurta I, who became the crown prince, wish to be introduced to the important
neighbour? Or was the visit intended for a wedding between a daughter of Qibi-A$Sur and a
member of the royal families of the Carchemish-Hittite side? Or do all of these reasons apply
together? We can offer no clear answer yet. Hopefully new material will solve this problem.

38. Wiggermann 2006. See Freydank 2009.

39. Jakob 2009, nos 24 (1. 14), 25 (1. 14) and 26 (1. 15). On the diplomatic journey of Teli-Sarruma,
who is called a ‘Hittite diplomat (ubru Hattayu)’ in the letters, and apparently came to Assur to deliver
a congratulatory address to Tukulti-Ninurta I for his victory over Babylon, see Faist 2001: 224-5, Jakob
2003b.

40. See Giorgieri 2011 and Cancik-Kirschbaum 2008.
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