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Abstract

This paper examines the relation between traditional pilgrimages to Mt. Fuji and related
tourism in the pre-modern era. It takes into account the worship of Mt. Fuji as a sacred moun-
tain and the activities of oshi pilgrim masters (low-ranking Shinto priests) who organized pil-
grimages. Chapter II presents an overview of the worship of Mt. Fuji in its original form before
modern times, and the historical development of that worship. Like other sacred mountains in
Japan, Fuji was worshiped from a distance as a kannabi, a place where gods were believed to be
enshrined. It was also worshiped as an area of the underworld, takai, where ancestral spirits
rested. In addition, the mountain was thought itself to be a god: both a benevolent god who
brings water and an angry god who brings natural disasters through volcanic eruptions. Histori-
cally, pilgrimages by ascetics to Mt. Fuji are first found in sources from the Heian era to the
Kamakura era. Subsequently, Mt. Fuji gradually became one of the mountains of Shugendo, a
Japanese ascetic-shamanist belief system incorporating Shinto and Buddhist concepts. Chapter
III examines the establishment of devotional Fuji confraternities, called Fuji-ko, and the popu-
larization of pilgrimages in modern times. The viewpoints of the various types of Fuji-ko, their
religious beliefs, and aspects of their pilgrimages are discussed. In general, a Fuji-ko confra-
ternity consisted of three officers—komoto (host of the ko), a sendatsu (guide), and sewanin
(manager) —and members. They made pilgrimages in a three-to-ten-year cycle; the journey was
usually a round trip of eight days and seven nights from Edo (the former name of Tokyo) to the
mountain, arranged by oshi at Kamiyoshida, at the mountain's foot. Although Fuji was the main
destination, others were often included. Some of these were sacred places related to Kakugyo
(the founder of the pilgrimage to Mt. Fuji) and Jikigyo Miroku (the famous leader of Fujiko in
the Edo era), and other sacred mountains such as Mt. Ooyama. Chapter IV examines the
characteristics of Kamiyoshida, the village of oshi priests, which provided pilgrims with a range
of services, including accommodation and assistance in climbing the mountain. Kamiyoshida
was a particularly large settlement among those at the foot of Mt. Fuji, featuring large residenc-
es and rectangular zoning with special entrance roads. At its peak, the village had more than
100 houses aligned in a row. It was very prosperous in summer, when pilgrimages were most
frequent. Chapter V examines characteristics of the pilgrimage destination and politics of
location. The fact that citizens of Edo could view Mt. Fuji even though it was far away gave it a
disarming allure and familiarity. Climbing the mountain was regarded as a great accomplish-

ok

ok

PR AFHE A BB R

SR LA TE B

Faculty of Life and Environmental Sciences, University of Tsukuba, Tsukuba, 305-8572, Japan
School of Life and Environmental Sciences, University of Tsukuba, Tsukuba, 305-8572, Japan

—895 —



ment, and in this way the pilgrimage became a journey of faith. The oshi priests, as the receiv-
ing party, created various legends of faith to draw pilgrims to their village rather than other
starting points to Mt. Fuji or other shrines or temples. These legends contributed to the rise of
Kamiyoshida and the oshi, and ultimately to their downfall.

Key words : Fuji faith, mountainous religion, Fuji confraternity, religious priest, pilgrimage,

tourism

F—U—F:ELEW, LHEEW, SR W, s v -0 A4

I 3C &I

BLINIMVIEE LTCHERILAZ DL LD
2, HARREEDOIE LT, HRELDOANTED
SRR CE BLIUDTHLS HES I BT
KEL726L, WEORICEARS 272, 20—
HCTHBLRB Az RLCE28LE, A
RFEEZ 0T HEAL LTESNTE

IR DI R B &, S [T VE G,
WHOAHA] s BIEE, AT ES
S OEL#Y SRR S, 5B LU0 N4
W ZZFo THELIUANEFE L, K113, 604FLC
—EOE LINOME (BEH) RIZBIT 2 8HD

Brziinwizbotd s, ghiidt GYHE)
CBWTEBOBLOBHEEIHS L TV DT
BRPN TV D, HFFEOBFIE, WHOFELD
b THEAD D E s, EEILEE L DBEET
&b o 720 MARROE LIE L AEER I TH - 72
A, BRAE OB B IR R S EE O 2 4 H
5445 AOMEREEMILETHE LIPS h
72T, BHEOBHEELL L AL (BLHEH
TR S AR B, 2006) o

FHRICE > TELINGH L AZ KL 545
ThobeEHITWMBELFHETHo72Z LIZ, Wil
tamo [EE=1R8] b m s R i3 i
B od )PP VAL ENTES, 25 L

1 ELlde B el O Qb DA s & @ AR ) . B el il R R R £, 2006 X D).
Fig. 1 Climbers at the north entrance of Mt. Fuji. Source: Fujiyoshida City Museum (2006).
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Fig. 3 Kitaguchi-Hongu-Fuji-Sengen shrine. Source: Fujiyoshida City Museum (20086).
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Fig. 8 Map showing eight springs of Mt. Fuji. Source: Fujiyoshida City Museum (2003).
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Fig. 9 Landscape of Kamiyoshida in the early 17% century. Source: Fujiyoshida City, 2000.
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Fig. 10 Landscape of Kamiyoshida-Kamishuku in the Meiji era. Source: Fujiyoshida City, 2000.
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Table 1 Records of trips around Mt. Fuji and Oyama in diaries and essays.
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