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“The Revival of Lineage” in Ethnic Minority
Societies in Contemporary China
Focusing on the Case of the Buyi People in Guizhou Province
In contemporary China, we have seen the revival of lineage called Zongzu (57
J% ) and clan associations, particularly in the southeastern part of the country. From
the late 1980’s, the lineages and clan associations have been actively conducting the
establishment of ancestral halls called Citang (Jii] 4% ) and compiling genealogical
books called Zupu ( %7 ), among other activities. In particular, the compilation of
Zupu is of primary importance in reviving the lineages and the Han people have
been tracing their genealogical roots with great enthusiasm. Before long, this move-
ment spread to ethnic minority societies in China. By focusing on the case of the
Long family ( #E X ) of the Buyi people living in the Guizhou province of China,
I will clarify how the current active movement of the lineage revival in the Han
people societies influenced ethnic minority societies. Furthermore, I will examine
this dynamics from the viewpoint of “sinicization”. Based on these analyses, I will
shed light on new aspects of the lineage revival in contemporary China.
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