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The Progressive “f£V” in Early-Modern and Present-day Chinese
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Abstract

The origin of the progressive “f£V” form in present-day Chinese has not been fully explored in
spite of the fact that it is frequenty used in the standard Chinese. The present paper, using both
traditional literary work and data from other languages, employs a new perspective on the origin and
widespread use of the “V” form and claims the following: (1) the progressive “fEV” was already
in use in the Ming Era, (2) it was found more frequently in translation data in the Qing Era, (3) the
“fEV” form in present-day Chinese originated from translation styles. and (4) the earliest examples
of the “fEV” form found in present-day Chinese novels were, in fact, not used by Chinese novelists,

but by Japanese official translators in the Oftice of the Governor-General of Taiwan.

Key words @ Progressive form“f£V”, Fujian dialect, Taiwanese, Chinese bible, the Governor-
General of Taiwan
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