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Functions of Institutional Research in Japan:
Focusing on its relation with the establishment

of IR organization
Wenjun LIU (Toyo University)

In recent years, interest in IR is increasing rapidly in Japan, and many universities are
trying to establish organizations for promoting IR activities.

As background, universities today are facing numerous environment chaﬁges, such as
transition to a knowledge-based society, globalization of higher education, and reduction in the
18-year-old population. IR activities are expected to improve the quality of university education,
accountability to society, and operational efficiency. In addition, policy-promotion is also a vital
factor.

This paper tries to clarify the current state and subjects of IR in Japan by analyzing the
results of a questionnaire on IR nationwide universities. The main contents of this paper are as
follow: to review the discussions about the role of IR and previous studies (Section 1), to analyze
the function of IR and its relation with the establishment of IR organization in Japan(Section 2),

and to clarify the characteristics and subjects of IR in Japan (Section 3).
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