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A Study of "Sango” in Yin and Yang and the Five
Elements of Thought
The Case of “Coming and Going of the God of the Rice Fields”

Japanese culture has been affected by the philosophy of Yin-Yang and the
Five Elements since its transmission from Korean peninsula in the 7" century. His-
torical folklorist Hiroko Yoshino claims that this philosophy has profoundly influ-
enced Japanese folk culture and various rituals. In her conclusion, Yoshino claims
that the reason why a deity of both rice fields and mountains doubles its territories
by “coming and going” primarily in February, June and October can be explained
by the influence of “Sango” (a set of three signs taken from the Chinese Zodiac).
However, since her argument is based exclusively on the Huai-nan Tzu, an old Chi-
nese scripture, an extensive survey of historical materials should be done in order to
support this conclusion.

In this paper, I contend how rituals related to the god of the rice fields and
mountains developed with the notion of “Sango”. This is accomplished by taking
into consideration folk ideas related to the circulation of the four seasons and vari-
ous historical materials to reveal the relevance of “Sango” and the philosophy of
Yin-Yang and the Five elements in Japanese folk festivities.

I contend that the transference of the philosophy of Yin-Yang and the Five
Elements filtered down to the general population from the Chinese court and that
this may have also been the case in Japan.
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