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What Should We Learn
from the “Present” of Folk Performing Arts?

In this article, the author aims to describe recent tendencies in the research of
folk performing arts, and, in response to that, to indicate a few points where fruitful
research can be expected.

Today, many researches deal with themes involving particular situations sur-
rounding folk performing arts, such as tourism and cultural policy conducted by
the national government. Tourism and cultural policy are both seen as causes of so-
called “folklorism” or “resourcization of culture,” meaning the re-contextualization
and utilization of folk performing arts outside of their “original” context.

However, the author has some apprehension concerning this situation. Many
examples of present practices in folk performing arts are explained as cases of folk-
lorism. As a result, attention tends to be given only to clearly new means of perfor-
mance. As a result, seemingly “traditional” means of performance, such as those in
local festivals, are not seen as appropriate focuses of study of the “present” of folk
performing arts.

Needless to say, these apparently “traditional” means of performance are not
forever unchanging, but are the consequences of extremely dynamic processes of
transmission. In the transmission processes, the “present” has an enormous influ-
ence. To understand this dynamism in the process of transmission, we would like to
suggest focusing on two points: (1) the body, and particularly changes in ways of
training with the body, and (2) changes in the social relationships of people involved
in the overall practice. Considering these points in the “present” situation will make
it possible for us to get closer to a comprehension of the mechanism of transmission
of folk performing arts, which is an old but simultaneously new theme of in study of
folklore.
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