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Possible Contributions of Psychological Researches
in the Development of Society and Education for Human Coexistence

Masaru ARAI
Ichiko SHOJI

The purpose of this study was to suggest possible contributions of psychological researches
in the development of society and education for human coexistence. The main focus was prior
domestic and foreign psychological researches about stereotype, prejudice and discrimination,
and to review from the point of view of various psychological research fields ( personality,
cognition, social motivation, group and social, intergroup conflict). As a result, it was revealed
that human beings have psychological characteristics affecting the continuation of stereotype,
prejudice, discrimination. However, at the same time, educational implications for promoting
the human coexistence were obtained from their researches. First, educational activities and
school environments where students can learn, contact and communicate with other people
who have various characteristics (e.g., gender, age, disorder, nationality, ethnicity, culture) are
required. And also, students are needed to learn about that the perspectives for recognizing
themselves and others are diverse, complex and changeable, and to respect their diversity and
changeability. Second, it is important to practice psycho-educational programs for promoting
students’ cognitive, emotional, and behavioral attitude to prevent negative stereotype,
prejudice, and discrimination against other people who have various characteristics and
culture. Finally, some implications were pointed out to develop future psychological researches

about society and education for human coexistence.





