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NextsprlngSOmel，500，000s紬dentsⅥrillgraduate
from血i如－SCbooIs allover

the United States・Tbey represent tbe Senior
classes ofinstitutionswbosetotal

enrollmentissome36million pupils・Tbe education of these students costs the

American taxpayer about141／2billiondollarsayear・Tbisisalargeinvestment

inbotb moneyandthelivesofouryoungpeople．Wbatkindof an education areく

theygetting？WbataretbeAmericanproblemsanddotbeydi鮎rvastlyfromtbose

facingtbeJapanese？Letmedetailafewofourd漁cultiesandsomeofmyobser－

Vatioi－Sin relation to Quality，Discipline，Parents and Admi‡ユistration．

Tbe
quality of American public schooIsisprobably ourmostwidelydiscussed

problemineducationtoday・Many of tbe younger marriedpeople，particularly those

W九o are tbemselves coユ1ege graduates，aredeeplydistressedat w壬Iat appearS tO be

Serious defectsⅥritbin our public scbooIsystem．Tbere are no uniform standards

througbout tbe country exceptねr those suppliedindirectly by college entrance

requiremenをs and／or t血e College Board Examinations．Supposedly
eacilStateis

responsiblef肝a11publiceducationwitbinitsboundaries but，in fact，eaCh
community

tends to runits own schooIs w－ith tbe degree of Statein色uence depending upon

thelocality．T血e Statelegislature can and does alot funds for public education

from kindergartentbroughbighschoolbutitsmostdirectin触enceis11Suallycon免ned

to tbe State Universities．For the most part，SeCOndary schooIs are run by schodl

boards wbicb are elected or appointed‥…．tbis againdependsupontbelocality．Eacb

SCilOOまsystembasits own scboolboard to wilOm tbe‡）rincipalis supposedly directly

respons主ble．“The scbooIs these boards command re免ect vastly di庁erent standards．

Tbe teachers tbey bire receive grossly varylng Salaries and the 免nalresults range

from splendid to sbameful”－（1）叫Some scbooIs are franklylittle more than trade

SCbooIswhicbtry to teac‡1tbeir pupilslittle else otber tban marketable skills wbic壬1

tbey canlater usein点nding jobs．Otbers go througb tbe motions of supplying

aliberalarts background but are，in trut王1，doing not mtlC血more for the c壬1ildre王1

tban trying to make them reasonably respectable citizens w壬Ien tbey conclude tbeir

formaleducationsattbeageof170r18．StillotberscbooIs去endupto90珍oftheir

graduates to top ranking colleges．Tberefore，aS per壬1apSyOuCanSee，itisextremely

di銃culttodrawany∧generalities except to say tbatit varies widely．However，mOSt

Americans are agreed that too mucb of the current curriculum bas beenin免1trated

bycourseswhicb make tbe scbooltry to ful丘11too many jobs，COurSeS Whicb do not

basicailyrcontribute to tbeintellectualimprovement of tbe student．For example，in
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somexansascitybigbscbooIsitisposssbletospendl／20ftbeJr・a氾d敷・yearS

takingcoursesinPublicSpeaking，Band・加toDrivi咽andyamilyRela七重¢mSもips・Tbese

arebardlywbatyouorIⅥりuldcallasevereintellectualcballenge・T払em壇sapplication，

by bis disciples，Of someofthetbeoriesofJobnDeweyispartially訂eSpQnSiblefor

比isalongwitbt血efacttbatAmericanねmilies血avetendedtocbangeもわeir views

astotberoleoftbescboolintbecommunityandbaveⅥrelcomedtあe恕roadeni喝Of

tbe curriculum．It
bas七aken some of tbeもurdenofF 七beir s‡ユOlユ旦盈e雷S・り心r

OⅥrn

TeacbersCollegesm㍊StalsoassumesomeoftbeもIame如tbeybaves鵬SSe8metbod－

010gyfarmorethanInaSteryOfsubjectmatter・Ithasoccasionallypro触ce姐disastrous

andl11dicro11S reSultsin termsof tbe quality ofeducationreceivedわy manyofour

students．Some of our teacbersknoⅥrtbeproperway toplan alesso氾Or‡10W
tO

stand at tbe blackboard bⅥt tbey do not know・Whattosaywbiles息aぬ惑うngtbere・

Ibelievetbatsomestudies，Curren幻ybeingsponsoredbytheRockefe互亙e㌻ぎ0㍑nda七ion，

on the presentstateof publiceducationmaydomucbtoclarifyoⅥrma七豆弧’smost

presslng needs and desires，

（1）Time Magazine冊Novemもer，1959

Parents and discip臼ne s王10uld
be grouped togetber for，inmy expeぞ豆ence，the

cもild w王10‡1aSlittle og no displine at homeis almost always
a pro態旦em鼠七SC血001・

0Ⅵr dまsciplinaryprob旦emsseemmucbtbesameasyours；Webavetard豆messプaわsentees，

C払eating，OCFaSionalinsⅥもordinationandmisbe壬IaViorinclass・Mos七0書食融esematters

are dealt withinside紘e school，itis theまnsti紬tion wbich slユppOSe戌旦y m急坂es the

p11nis‡1ment丘tthecrime，Some sc血001s have detention periods on靴呈血y af七鮮nOOnS

Or Saturday mornings，Sまnce we run on a点ve day week，Otbers take盈Way＄tudent

priviledgessucb as atbletics oァjOユnlng Student－run Clubs and activit豆es・亙氾eXtreme

cases the parents are notはed of the misdemeanor，brougbt toscbooia幻戊七ぬes紬dent

iseit壬1erplacedonprobationorpossiblydismissed．Dismissal，bowever夕立s訂a訂e毒n most

pul）1ic scbooIs because of t‡1elaws govern】咽mandatory sc血001attenda言及だe．ぎor the

most part，and occasio壬1aly七O t壬1e detriment of紘e scbool，t壬1e ptlb王ic sむぬ¢の旦smust

eit壬1er Segregate theⅥnCOOperative boy or bope t‡1a七someboⅥr beⅦ喜謹呈鼠通ゎs七totbe

demands of t払esc壬1001and払is fellows．Prまmarily，aSin
allscbooIs，紘e mos竜宮unda－

mentalrequisite for good discipline resides primarilyin t壬Ie Class訂¢¢況S，W亙づもtbe

individualteacbe工・．

「Ⅳe too bave ou釘㌘．T．A．andouroccasionalparentsⅥrboarerelucta犯七恵¢reCりgnize

tbe aut壬10rity of the sc払00互．‡tbink olユrindex of paでentinterestまs a態⑮弧七池e same

as yours．Ⅵre bave a smallg㌻Oup Of very active paren七sin eacb c互ass，鼠majority

W血o are oIlly mildly concerned，and tぬose豆n orbまtⅥr払o are pracもi¢a盈豆y c¢mplete

StrangerStOtbesc‡1001andi絶品ctivities．Itぬ主mk our parents tend紬そ訂y紬豆n七erfere

more，and do domina略地e actuaまrunning of乞わe sc払001，SOmetimesそぬ訂の㍊gぬdirect
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talkswitbtbeもeadmasterbutmostlythrougb tbe schoolboard．亙n my sc王ユ001，Wbicb

is a privateinstまtution，itisdまだerent・Tbereisal〕Oardoft叩SteeSもⅥttbeyadminister

点nances only，allacademic matters are tbe responsibility of紬eぬeadmaster and壬1is

teacbers．Tbe parents mlユSt dealdirectly witb us．This，‡ga七ber from talks with

SOme Of my colleaglユeS at Xomaba，is distinctly diだerent fro王胡W壬ユat bappens berein

Japan．

Our administration functionsis mucb tbe same fasbion as yo㍊rS．Ⅶ’e have our

businesso氏cesandabusiness manager，a bead teacber wbom we callt壬Ie Dean，and

tbe various departements organized according to subject matter．Tbela七ter usually

Operate Vith a slngle“Head”wbois most often directly responsible only to tbe

Headmaster．TheI）ean’s main flユnCtionis overseelng tbe discip呈ine and conduct of

tbestudentsandheisoftenplacedin overallcbarge of t王Ie VarioⅥS St11dent activities

which occur outside the academic area．Excuses forlateness，permiss皇on to go to

tbedentistand breacbes df t払e rules for conduct are allban戌iedもy t‡le‡）ean．Tbe

Princlpal，s main functionis to slユperVise tbe smoothintegration of七弘eacademicand

administratまve branches on tbe one band，While sootbi三唱 parenもs and，in most

private scbooIs，tryingto raise moneywitb theotber・

T‡1isbasbeen a very sketcby outline of one of the
majorproも1emsinAmerican

education，also touc払ing onsome otber aspectsof Americansc触¢01sⅦ駄icb miglユtもe

ofinterestto myJapanese friends．Ⅰ’m sure tbat there are nⅥmerOⅥS払ingswhic払
号

Ihaveleft㍑nSaid orlユnmentioned andIsbould be most bappy七o answeganyques－

tions，atanytime，Vbich you feelneed clari丘cation・Is払0Ⅵ旦d放e to take tbis

oppertunitytotbankmycolleaguesandtbestudentsatKomabaHigbSc払001fortbe

courtesyandconsiderationwbicbtheybavesbownmetbro噸触¢弧もmys竜野tbisyear・
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