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The Occasion of Positive Changes after Cancer Experience as Observed in Illness Narratives
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Otsuka, Bunkyo 112-0012, Japan)
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The purpose of this study is to reveal a conceptual structure that represents the many aspects of
the occasion of positive changes after cancer experience as observed in illness narratives. In Study 1,
174 data items were extracted from seven illness records of cancer that included interviews of multiple
cancer survivors (20 males, 23 females) and were analyzed inductively. From the analysis, 19 concepts
of the occasion of positive changes after cancer experience emerged. In Study 2, 145 items of data
were extracted from illness narrative of interviews of cancer survivors (8 females). The data items
were analyzed inductively and examined with the results of Study 1. From the analysis, 21 concepts
and & categories emerged and were integrated into three large categories (events, internal experiences,
external circumstances). Previous research reported “posttraumatic growth” and “stress related growth”
were related with “distress”, “coping”, and “relation with others”. The results of this study suggested a
variety of factors and additional relations with the positive changes after cancer experience in addition
to that.
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