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A Comparative and Empirical Study of the Structural Changes in Politics and
Transformations in Pressure Groups, Policy Networks, and Civil Society in Japan
since 2009
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By surveying pressure groups, associations, policy network, and constituencies,
we have found the following. In contemporary Japan, compared to older generations, the younger are less
organized. And also non-manufacturing sector is less organized than the manufacturing. Viewed
internationally, this characterizes Japan’ s distinctiveness. Also, while older associations established
after WII are still robust, new associations have been modest in interest aggregation. Overall, the
world of associations is shrinking. Under such social environment, it is difficult to assume that the
initiatives taken b% associations resulted in the governmental change in 2009. The change of government,
however, affected the activities of the peak associations. Civil society is easily impacted by changes in
politics. Our study shows that the effects of the change of government in 2009 were mainly found at the
peak level. Almost no changes have been found in the Global Environmental Policy Network.
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