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Problems in Conservation of Living Landscape as a Cultural Property thorough a History of Studies on
Shirakawa-mura

E2H OThAEr N OB
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Abstract . Since 1888, many folklorists, sociologists and architects have visited Shirakawa-mura to study family systems and
Gassho-style houses. It is essential to clarify motivations and aims of those studies from social background as the prehistory of
Ogimachi, an Important Preservation District for Groups of Historic Buildings and a World Heritage. Preservation systems lay
an emphasis on Gassho-style houses, and it causes landscape alteration. From 1950's, technical scheme of research and restoring
for temples and shrines had applied to townhouses and farmhouses, and evaluation system of them as cultural properties was
established. But in Shirakawa-mura, it turned out that most residents of candidate houses refused designation of their Gassho-
style houses, which suggests a difficulty in preservation of living houses as cultural properties. In 1974 Shirakawa-mura was an
only farm village selected as an Important Preservation District for Groups of Historic Buildings. Since aspect of planning and
conservation system concerning with characters of farm-village had not established at the time, only Gassho-style houses have

been focused on.
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