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Grave Structures and Decorations of Louisiana Cemeteries

Tadashi NAKAGAWA

This study proposes a systematic and objective method for presenting and analyzing
cultural landscape by applying it for the interpretation of the cemetery landscape in
Louisiana.

A systematic sampling was made in order to identify regional, relegious, racial, and
urban—rural patterns of the landscape. From 3, 180 cemeteries identified in the United
States Geological Survey’ s large—scale topographical quadrangles, 236 were chosen for
analysis by means of a stratified sampling, From each fifteen minute map within Louisi-
ana, the cemetery closest to the center of the map was selected. To be eligible for analysis,
two criteria had to be met : 1) the cemetery must have been established before 1930, and
2 ) it must be still in use. In addition to those cemeteries, one from each parish seat was
chosen 1n order to achieve a balance between urban and rural cemeteries. If more than one
cemetery existed in a parish seat, the cemetery chosen was either older, larger, or
dominantly white. Data were collected through field survey by the author between Decem-
ber 1984 and May 1985.

The cemeteries are mapped, each with symbols of various social attributes in order to
interpret the distribution in a systematic manner (Fig. 1). North and South Lousiana are
marked by a heuristic boundary established by previous studies. Urban cemeteries are
marked either with the letter S (parish seat) or with the letter U (other cities with the
population of more than 1, 000). Cemeteries without letter symbols are rural. Catholic,
Protestant, white, and black cemeteries are distinguished by shapes of the symbols.
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Catholic is symbolized by a circle, white Protestant by a triangle, black Protestant by a
triangle, and Jewish by a diamond.

On the base map prepared in this method, the distribution of copings, grave sheds,
shell decoration, toy decoration, flower—pot decoration, and photographs of the deceased
are presented and analyzed (Figs. 2 — 8). The findings of this study indicate that grave
sheds and the custom of placing shells, toys, and other various articles are few even in the
Upland area, although previous reports described these items as typical Upland South
traits. It is true that that these elements are significantly more numerous in North Louisi-
ana than in South Louisiana. However, previous studies failed to present how typical these
traits were. The method of this study could demonstrate these traits in the manner
readers could judge.

As a result of analyzing the distribution through religion, race and urban-—rural
location as well as cultural areas, this study could identify that various group identity
reflects to the landscape in different degrees. For example, the distribution of copings
were more related to urban-—rural location and race than to culture areas (North-—South
Louisiana). The distribution of photographs of the deceased reflected racial and religious
identity more strongly than the identity with cultural areas. The method of this study
could successfully present the reality of the cemetery landscape as reflections of various
geographical and social group identities.



BE1 KKROHZEMAXET LI/

A D7 FOFHcEET AEHATOT RS b
Eiucid, TOBEDXHIII-—EVJItL->TKE
CERKHET B REBARSNE T ENZ .

(o b4 ) -T2, HKEOMETG ; 1985
F£5H)

BH? fH4~ofEEzglsa—-rs
a—Erricid, e oEEMERT b DOLHD,
a—vrrTREsnHE, B, B, BVWKEL
DINTEEREFEDBIEESDH 5.
(E2=5=H " 00% 19854 2 H)

BER3 —a—#) AcFEATIEOEWa-EYS
Za—AY) URiITE, 0mHh S 1 mDE X ITHEIM
IaA—EVIDBELEET S COBEHEIIRINT
W3a—EV7R, 1FEDOLDTHY, FEDA
N=DFEATE X, HOREZIELEC LT, hosl
FEAEICEOLESICHEY, FrLuwiEEZ o FicizE
@i

(7w 27 RS54 %M, 13P ; 19844E12H)

BHEA4 MM VTHCEAT I AL BONII-F
A
Bl VT E DS Vv v el fie 5 2 —E v
i, o= a—AY XS WEREERL TV S,
20cnHh HA0enfEEDEmIDa—EU7E, HLBLHN,
A PT7FObDEFEBE > -BEAZL TV .
(v b E=F—2h )y 22EH, 12N ; 19854
3H)



BES EEMEALNBILA DT FENOH
ATaTRy v hEEH
#/Z (grave shed) &, BZEHO Lic@ToNic
FROEEYTH Y, AREFEHICSCbIMCAHS
NERBEATH 5.
OSA v« Fu— 75, NV ) VBB ; 19855 4 )

BEH6 18MFICEEEEIhAE Y by THADERE
FOMWD LGNS, B v bT =271 ->T
B0, MEILA DT FOREICHIT L TWRIEE 7
b U 7B R L TV B,

A s Tu—TEH, X)L VR 19854E 4 )

BET  193%FICESEI NN v o — A R L
TR
FHEIH TV B RO RIENRZ BRI, LA Y
T FIZB W TI920640 S 19404E RIS i TiiT L 12
N O — R AR LTV B,
(FL 4 vE, 1C; 198545 )

BEHS 7=y LA0RREEREOHEAR>1954
RS D SR
LI40FERLIRIC R X - SR RIS D TH
B, Z DI95AFEEED R I IZ BRI S RN BN
TWa5.
(FUE» b« BV, 1B; 1985453 )




BE9 OB EIAIHZER

COBEHEDLHT, HEERIC HHEHEZLRBEDN,
by 7s EEAIERETH 5.

Gr—2 E)LEEHL, 9F ; 19854E 4 )

EEI0 HEMAET- Mg e a2 7 ) — bTliEy
To st
(73— pATEZEHR, 10N ; 19854E 2 A)

BEEI BHEAEAO LIcH e i LETE
(NY Y =B, 5T 198545 )

TE WA EHYOREEE FOR
ONv 7 Z b R, 10N ; 19854 2 A)




BEI13 [HRBO/NREE W FHEOH
(Ly B« A —7%8, 11N ; 19854E 2 A)

FH14 A 4% il 7cEamERE

o TR, dbbs D7 i, HEEMo FicH, sk
L, ﬂ m 10, BiE, AR EHEL LYh—EIC
BONDEMERENRS - 1o EMEINTWED, HE
fﬁ,L@EE@ia;%ﬁ%#Eﬁ®%%ﬁ&5%
BORONBREETHS.

(3w F = JUEEHL 110 ; 19854F 2 A)

BEHI5 FBEAZT 7 ) — ME Rl 7R
v — MENEBT SEMTIE, HEEEENE

{ELThH, EMEREE(LSETICERTEENDH 5.
(Foes 254, 120 ; 198551 H)

BE16 WADOEHEZELIIOT 5HEMIERE
BMADEE% LD D) BIEEE, 1960 EM S5 %
D, 19804EARICTS > THEM L T & fo.
(T vhe AL v NFFRNEM, Ty a v
BB ; 19844E 9 A)




	0689
	0690
	0691
	0692
	0693
	0694
	0695
	0696
	0697
	0698
	0699
	0700
	0701
	0702
	0703
	0704
	0705
	0706
	0707
	0708
	0709
	0710
	0711

