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Cyclamen Culture in Hinohara—mura, Tokyo

Hiroshi SASAKI

Hinohara—mura (village) lies the western most of Tokyo—to (prefecture), 56km west

of Tokyo central station. It has the smallest population (4, 012), but the 3 rd biggest area

(104. 9 squarekilometer) in Tokyo—to in 1985. The village is very mountainous and the 93
9 of the territory is covered with mountain forest, which gave the people the main jobs
before the 2 nd World War, e g charcoal making and lumbering. The population has
been decreasing since 1960, and the number of farm households more quickly, owing to
commuting to the neighbouring towns as part time labourers (table 1). The 93% of farm
households is mainly side job farmers. The industrial structure of Hinohara has been
shifting from primary sectores to tertiary sectors (table 2). The main industries in
Hinohara are manufacturing, wholesales and retails, and service intustries.

Cyclamen culture began in Hinohara by nine farmers under the contract with flower

horticulurists in Magome in Oota—ku (city ward), Tokyo, who bring cyclamen in 12cm

(diameter) flowerpot in July. Contract farmers in Hinohara take care of cyclamen by
watering, getting rid of the dead or rotten leaves, shading in hot summer days etc. in the
cool climate on the wooden shelves on arable land or slope at an altitude of 400 —500m.
They transplant cyclaren two or three tires to 18cm or 21cm flowerpot as cyslamen grow up.
In the middle of October cyclamens are tranported to the glasshouses in Magome in
Oota—ku, and are sold between November and Chiristmas. Some farmers in Hinohara
grow cyclamen now not in contract but for themselves and sell the flowers to tourists,
flower shops or markets.
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