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Administrative and
Social Organizations of the Communities Originally under
Various Tokugawa Local Governments

Atsushi ONODERA

Many villages in Kanto, Kansai, and Mikawa were ruled by the vassals of the
Tokugawas, A considerable number of these villages were aikyu villages, which were
governed by more than one feudal lords, The purpose of this study is to identify how these
aikyu rules affect today’ s administrative and social organizations of two communities
Mimura and Koido of Ishioka City, Ibaraki Prefecture,

Mimura consisted of 15 subcommunities, Thee fendal lords organized the village by
these subcommunities as units, Seven of these subcommunities, established in the late
sixteenth century, cluster together, while others, originated in the mid—seventeenth
century, occupy a hill and are called Sotogo., The former subcommunities were organized
into Kamigo and Shimogo blocks, each of which had a different lord, As a result,
Mimura makes the subcommunity the unit of their administrative organization, Social
organizations of one subcommunity is considerably independent of those of the other,
When Mimura needs to be united, the subcommunities are organized into Kamigo,
Shimogo, and Sotogo, blocks.

On the other hand, Koido were organized into Kami and Shimo, However, these two
subcommunities did not correspond to the rule of two feudal lords, The two feudal lords
evenly divided the tax of the village paid in the form of rice. As a result, the today's
subcommunities are nothing more than the units of folk belief or funeral. Such organi-
zations as Buddhism, Shinto, and irrigation are formed as Koido as a unit, Subcom-
munities of Koido 1s much less independent than those in Mimura, while cohesiveness of

the whole community 1s stronger.
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