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Gravemarkers : Voices of American Culture,

Vegetation of Louisiana Cemeteries

Tadashi NAKAGAWA

This study examines how natural environment affects regional patterns of vegetation of
Louisiana cemeteries, For that purpose, a model is created by examining a person’ s action
of creating cemetery vegetation modeled on the practical syllogism, A person plants an
element of cemetery vegetaion (conclusion) when the person desires (major premise) and
the conditions allow the person to fullfill the desire (minor premise). Natural environment
is related in this person’ s action in two manners, First as a minor premise, natural con-
ditions allow.or hinder. the fulfillment of the person’ s desire. Second, natural environment
gives an opportunity from which the person selects an element of cemetery vegetation ac-
cording to the person’ s desire(major premise). The analysis was carried out by identi-
fying these two forms of environmental elements in the distribution of vegetation species.

The vegetation data were collected through field survey of critically sampled 236 ceme-
teries. The elements of cemetery vegetation were mapped and were associated with such
cemetery attributes as location, denomination, ethnicity, race; and urban—rural affiliation,
The natural environmental factors were analyzed through the model of the practical syllo-
gism. ‘

'As a result of the analysis, it is confirmed that the vegetation of Louisiana sample ceme-
teries strongly reflects the people’ s cultural value, Maintenance of lawns, the most typical
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ground vegetation, requires laborious works, The scraping of the ground is also burden-
som for local communities, People in the upland pine forest area plucked pine trees from
the cemeteries, while some people outside the area planted pine trees, The Lowland
Southerners plant live oaks north of the 30. 5 degree latitude, where live oaks do not easily
grow. The distribution of the cemetery vegetation elements discussed in this study is hard-
ly similar to that of natural vegetation.

Louisiana natural environment affects the distribution by, first, allowing or hindering
the fulfillment of the people’ s desire as a mirior premise, Although existing cemetery
vegetation 1s not always the most fitting species to the natural conditions, it grows because
it can survive there, Although Lowland Southerners plant live oaks north of 30.5 degree
latitude, the trees do not exist in the cemeteries north of 32. 0 degrees because they cannot
grow during the long frost season, Yews, known as the cemetery trees in the British Isles,
are not planted in Louisiana cemeteries because the phisical conditions do not allow their
growth,

Louisiana natural environment also offers the opportunities from which people can select
elements of cemetery vegetation, Because yews cannot grow in the most of the American
South, people may have selected cedar trees as cemetery trees from the natural environ-
ment,

Cultural factors reflect to the regional cemetery vegetation patterns more strongly than
natural factors do. The landscape elements associated with the Upland South include
scaraped - earth and crape myrtle, while those associated with white cemeteries include
scraped - earth, cedar, and crape myrtle, Urban cemeteries have more crape myrtle trees
than rural cemeteries do, Peopie tend to express their identity with certain groups through
specific vegetation landscapes.

Practical syllogism, which presuposes the people’ s value as a major premise, does not
explain the factors of the value. Therefore, it does not deny the possibily of natural influ-
ences on human values, However, this model gives an criticism of deterministic interpre-
tation of cultural landscape only through superficial correlations between cultural land-
scape and natural environment, A scientific model on man - environment relations must
be constructed under the appreciation of people’ s value which directly causes the creation
of cultural landscapes.
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