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Geographical Analysis on Resort Mansions in

“Snow Country” Yuzawa, Japan
Hiroshi SASAKI

This paper analyzed the reasons of the huge resort mansions boom in Yuzawa. The town of
Yuzawa in the southernmost of Niigata-ken (prefecture) lies 170 km northwest of Tokyo, and has
the area of 357 sq. km. and the population of 9,458 in 1990. The town is very famous for the
novel “Yukiguni (Snow Country)” by Yasunari KAWABATA, Nobel prize winner for literature,
and for its hotsprings and ski countries. The four centers of the town were old post settlements
in Edo period (1600-1868), but they declined since the Shin-etsu railway line (Tokyo-Naoetsu-
Niigata) was constructed in 1888-1900.

In 1931 electorified Joetsu railway line was built through the Shimizu tunnel between Yuza-
wa and Minakami-machi (town) in Gunma-ken. Since then began the age of hotsprings and ski
countries. But the extensive ski age began after the Second World War.

In 1985 began the new era of resort mansions by the traffic revolution with Joetsu Shinkan-
sen (express railway line) and Kan-etsu Autobahn between Niigata and Tokyo. We can reach
Yuzawa in 75 minutes by Shinkansen and in 2.5 hours by Autobahn from Tokyo. Since 1985
many resort mansions have been built. In 1991 there are 49 resort mansions and more 16 are
being built, altogether 65 resort mansions with 16,266 dwellings in a small town of 9,500
peoples. ‘

82% of resort mansions owners lives in Tokyo-to (prefecture), so they say “Tokyo-to Yuza-
wa-machi (Yuzawa town in Tokyo prefecture)”. They weekend only in winter season from De-
cember to March to ski in resort mansions in Yuzawa. Monday morning they can go to office in
Tokyo by Shinkansen.
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