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The Structure of Household Car Ownership in

Katsunuma-cho;Yamanashi-Prefecture

Takashi SAKAI

The purpose of this paper is to explain the structure of a household car ownership using a
concept of life cycle stage.  Life cycle describes the birth-to-death sequence of stages in the life
of a family. Life cycle has two types, nuclear-family and multi-family. Each life cycle is classi-
fied on the basis of the age of hushand, wife, and the eldest child.  Nuclear family is classified
into 5 life cycle stages and each definitions of the stages are follows:

Stage 1 : Married couple with no children, husband and wife less than 39 years.

Stage 2 : Married couple with children, husband and wife less than 39 years, eldest child less
than 18 years.

Stage 3 : Married couple or single with children, husband and wife

less than 64 years, eldest child more than 18 years.

Stage 4 : Married couple or single with no children, husband less than 64 years.

Stage 5 : Married couple or single with no children, husband more than 65 years.

Multi family is classified into 4 life cycle stages and each definitions of the stagesare follows:

Stage A :Married couple or single with the family of the child in stage 1.
Stage B : Married couple or single with the family of the child in stage 2.
Stage C : Married couple or single with the family of the child in stage 3.

Stage D :Married couple or single with the family of the child in stage 4 or 5.

427 families are sampled from 3 settlements in Katsunuma-cho, Yamanashi-prefecture. The
results of this paper are as follows:

93.9% of households have automobiles and 75.9% of households have multi-automobiles. The
average number of automobile per household dramatically increases at the stage 3 and C. At
these stages eldest child reaches the age at which a driver’s license can be obtained. So age 18
holds importance in the household car ownership. But the birth of the child or grandchild, and the
marriage of the child do not have much influence on household car ownership. The average num-
ber of automobile per household decreases at the stage 4 and D. At these stages child or grand-
child becomes independent of the parents. That is, life cycle stages is the efficient indicator that
explains the household car ownership.
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