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Gravemarkers of Louisiana Cemeteries

Tadashi NAKAGAWA

This study analyzes the gravemarkers of Louisiana in the context of cemetery types. While
the style refers to a fashion of a specific period, the type stands for a modal pattern to which the
members of a group attempt to match in different degrees of faithfulness. While tombstone styles
have attracted many studies of historical archaeology and architecture history, geographers’ focus
has been upon cemetery types established by different culture groups. Tombstone analysis in
the context of cemetery types requires the identification of correlations between tombstone land-
scape patterns and specific ethnic, religious, and racial groups.

The data of gravemarkers were collected through field survey of the cemeteries sampled {rom
the entire state. From 3,180 cemeteries identified in the topographical quadrangles, 236 were
chosen for analysis by means of a stratified sampling. From each fifteen minute map within
Louisiana, the cemetery closest to the center of the map was selected. In addition to those
cemeteries, one from each parish seat was chosen in order to achieve a balance between urban
and rural cemeteries. The gravemarker landscape traits were mapped and were associated with
such attributes as culture area, religion, race, and urban-rural affiliation.

The unmarked graves characterize black cemeteries While all white cemeteries have more
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marked than unmarked graves, 58 percent of sample black cemeteries are predominantly
unmarked. Unmarked graves in black cemeteries mainly resulted from the low economic status
of the blacks. The possibility exist, however, that their desire for the marker is weaker than
that of the white.

Some burials have both head and foot markers. The contrast between North and South
Louisiana is evident. The majority of North Louisiana cemeteries have at least 10 percent of
graves with head and foot markers, whereas only 2 percent of South Louisiana cemeteries have 10
percent or more. As many burials in South Louisiana take place in above-ground or concrete
vaults, people do not desire to place the unfunctional foot marker with the extra cost.

Wooden board markers are distributed in both North and South Louisiana, Catholic and Pro-
testant, white and black, and urban and rural cemeteries. This result does not support the re-
port that wooden board markers are characteristically Upland South traits.

Natural rock markers are identified in North Louisiana where the rock is available. One
notable kind of natural rock marker is that of iron rock, a dark reddish-brown sandstone. Iron
rock markers are also distributed in the proximity to Cook Mountain Formation, which is the
most abundant source of the iron rock.

Cross, crucifix, statues, and reliquary markers are predominantly Catholic. While some Pro-
testants in South Louisiana use crosses and angel statues, all reliquary markers are those of
Catholics.

Woodmen of the World monuments are distributed both in North and South Louisiana.
Although this society has both white and black members, no black cemeteries display Woodmen
of the World Markers.

The Order of Masons erects markers with Masonic symbols. Masonic markers are seen
mostly in North Louisiana, Protestant, white, and urban cemeteries. Although Catholics usually
do not belong to the Masonic society, some exceptions are seen in the cities in South Louisiana.



78

BE1 EEFEIEAEHGHELEWVWEA
il

HEEH L, LOEARTHIAOEN, [

WL RICK 5 THERRCE .

(T v by FoVEEH, #HED

{7 11; 19854E3 1 )

FE2 ¥ 7Ly MUIOKRHLE - R

(E—2 - Fuo—7%H#, 11Q ; 198541
A)

BHE3 740y Uy 7 OHELEE
IR RICAHE CTHRIEC & 280 2 &6/
THOWGEEAZ L T HHEP VA DT
FOY A= BRI E T DM TR
b,

(714 9%, 3E; 19854E34)

BEEHE4 JUREEOHEBETLH MY v
Ve

WATTFDOH M) v 2, 7OR%a

Yo - MEFHCELZ EICL o TE

RAHEMERERIZE) ETA.

(A A —)VEH, 13G ; 19854F4H )



79

BHES5 s

288 (crucifix) it, B -72F1) 2
FbELI7URATHY, HADA b
Yo 7 DEIZHWLNS T ENL.
(Tevary-A M)y 2%M, 7T+
a6 19844E10A )

FHE6 v VRO
(B2 b GO TR - F T Ty
B, 7 e vER; 19844E91 )

BEHT7 RIEGOEE
KFEZRIE, b)) v 7EHIZE AR
B, MICTOT RS v b EMI S 5
5.

(> b AY—E#, 10K ; 19854E10

BEE8 < V{EEND/Ni
(£ b N—F— KA by 25,
13Q ; 19844124 )



80

BHEI0 +EEO /N
(b K= B Yy 7 EH,
10H ; 19854F4 1)

BEIN MEHELEYY KX Fw-
: T = RO
(=) 7EH#, 111 ; 19854E11 48 )

BE12 WEFE7)— - x—v 0%
=

(=2 2) 7HHM, 11L; 19854E114)



	0061
	0062
	0063
	0064
	0065
	0066
	0067
	0068
	0069
	0070
	0071
	0072
	0073
	0074
	0075
	0076
	0077
	0078
	0079
	0080
	0081
	0082

