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Changing Consumers’ Behavior in the Rural Area

—A Case of Kyowa-machi, Ibaraki Prefecture —
Komei MATSUMURA, Akira TABAYASHI and Hideya ISHII

Human geography has recently taken as its special emphasis the discovery of spatial patterns
and relationships in human life. This report focuses on spatial patterns of individual movements
that are an important part of everyday life. Changing consumers' behavior in the rural area is
discussed here because shopping is one of the most important human activities at present and its
spatial patterns have changed drastically in these twenty years with the modernization of rual life
in Japan.

Study area is Kyowa-machi, Ibaraki prefecture located about 80 kilometers northeast of
Tokyo. It has about 4,200 households of which more than 40 per cent are farm households. We
obtained information on consumers’ behavior both at present and about twenty-five years ago by
the questionnaire method which was conducted on students’ families in Kyowa Junior High School.
For the questionnaire we chose bread, vegetables, miso, meat and liquor as “convenience goods”,
women's dresses, electric appliances, watches and furniture as “shopping goods”, and medicines
and underwear as “intermediate goods”. We also gathered information on the places where people
obtain such services as savings, hairdressing, dinning out and medical services.

In Kyowa-machi there are three local centers, Niihari-Kadoi, Oguri and Juri, which drew
many consumers for the convenience goods in the 1960s. Some consumers bought such conve-
nience goods as bread, vegetables and hquor at shops of thier own hamlets. However, at present
most consumers go for shopping to Nithari-Kadoi, the biggest local center of the three. The market
area of Nithari-Kadoi expanded over the whole area of Kyowa-machi because new supermarkets
were built in this center. Consumers of Kyowa-machi bought such intermediate goods as medicines
and underwear in the local centers within Kyowa-machi in the 1960s, but Shimodate city is pre-
ferred at present. For shopping goods Shimodate city was strong enough to draw consumers of
Kyowa-machi about twenty-five years ago and this tendency has recently been strengthen.

A regional city, Simodate extends its reach to the whole area of Kyowa-machi for shopping
and intermediate goods, but for convenience goods the advantages of proximity offered by Niihari-
Kadoi, the local center are critical to its success. Analysis of consumers’ behavior shows that hu-
man activities in rural area have become diversified and people’s action space has expanded. It is
due to the spread of automobiles and the rise in the standard of living.
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