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A Study of Low-income Youth’s Image of “Citizen” in America:
Focusing on the Influences of Their Daily Experiences and Hidden Curriculum of Schools

Yuichi FURUTA

The purpose of this paper is to clarify how low-income and minority youth in the United States shape their
image of citizen/citizenship through their local/social context and hidden curriculum inside schools.

Their long experience of poverty and racial discrimination, as well as the hopelessness of having their
voices heard by government, makes it difficult for them to develop into “justice-oriented citizens.” They instead
tend to learn to become “personally responsible citizens” or “participatory citizens.” Schools reinforce this trend
through hidden curriculums. Many urban schools implement a “culture of control,” and also tend not to hear
students’ voices (by not making available student government, for instance). Thus, there is an apparent
“disjuncture” between what young people learn through formal curriculum and what they learn through hidden
curriculum, as well as what they experience outside the school.

In order to combat severe civic empowerment gaps, it is necessary to reshape the entire structure stated
above, so that young people living in low-income neighborhoods develop into effective “justice-oriented

citizens.”
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