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Regional Characteristics of Lodging Function

in the Tohoku District
Koumei MATSUMURA

This study identifies regional characteristics of lodging function in the Tohoku district
through the analysis of agglomeration of hotels and their capacities signified by the number of
guest rooms. Japanese lodging industry has two main categories : japanese style ryokans and west-
ern style hotels. In their evolution from 1960, the number of hotels has been increased since the
early 1970s, while the number of ryokans has remained stable or decreased. In the Tohoku district,
their evolution generally follows the tendency of the whole country.

Miyagi, Iwate and Fukushima prefectures have some periods of rapid increase in hotel capa-
cities. The period of first rapid increase in Miyagi prefecture corresponds to the second hotel con-
struction boom in the early 1970s. The period of first rapid increase between 1979 and 1981 in
Iwate and Fukushima prefectures have relation to the opening of Tohoku Shinkansen in 1982.

In the scale of cities, Sendai, the regional central city in the Tohoku district and the prefectur-
al capital of Miyagi prefecture, has the most hotel capacities in the 12 principal cities in the Toho-
ku district. Sendai is followed by Akita and Morioka. These cities are ranked primate cities in
their prefectures. Especially, the increase in hotel capacities of Morioka city, the terminal of
Tohoku Shinkansen, is related the opening of Tohoku Shinkansen.

The percentage of single guest rooms in hotels differs with cities. The ratio of single guest
rooms is high in Akita and Morioka, central business cities, and low in Hirosaki, a touristic city.
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