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The research of emotion accompanied with intergroup social comparison: Focus on comparison
between classes

Masato Nagamine (Graduate School of Comprehensive Human Sciences, University of Tsukuba,
Tsukuba 305-8572, Japan)
Miki Toyama (Faculty of Human Sciences, University of Tsukuba, Tsukuba 5305-8572, Japan)

The purpose of this study was to examine emotion accompanied with intergroup social comparison
exploratory. In this study, comparison between classes was taken up as one of intergroup social
comparison. 354 junior high school students participated in our study. Factor analysis indicated that
“schadenfreude”,

the scale of intergroup social comparison emotion involved five factors: “efficacy”,

“humility-contempt”, “respect-praise”, and “conation”. T-test showed that the difference was not seen
between men and women in all subscales. Hierarchical multiple regression analysis indicated that group
identification was related to “efficacy”, “respect-praise”, and “conation” in men and women. Additionally,
self-esteem was related to “efficacy” in men, social comparison orientation was related to “humility-
contempt” and group identification was related to “schadenfreude” in women. These result suggest that
group identification is an important factor in emotion accompanied with intergroup social comparison.
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