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A 2000 Survey of People in Rehabilitation Centers
for the Visually Impaired in Japan

Toshibumi Kakizawa, Kunio Kagawa, Yoshike Toriyama, Hideo Nakata,
Naotake Iketani, Tsuyoshi Sashima, and Akira Terashima

In 2000, the fourth quinguennial survey investigated the actual conditions of the
visually impaired people in rehabilitation centers for them in Japan. Data were
collected from 749 respondents of the 12 centers by fiiling out a questionnaire, On the
general characteristics in the etiology, 274 of all the respondents (36.6%) were distribut-
ed in prenatal influences, 194 (25.9%) in undetermined, 177 (23.6%) in general diseases,
and 40 (5.3%) in trauma, On the sites and types of affection, 432 (57.7%) were classified
as in retina, 127 (17.0%) in optic nerve,optic pathway, and cortical visual centers, 108
(14.4%) in eyeball,and 45 (6.0%) in uvea, 298 respondents (39.8%) were classified as
having the remaining vision ranging less than (.02, There were more than twice as many
print users (408) as Braille users (196}, and 63 respondents (largely those with diabetic
retinopathy) used tape-recorders, About two thirds of the respondents (450) had made

use of such low-vision aids as magnifiers,telescopes,or closed-circuit televisions.

key words : rehabilitation centers for the visually impaired, causes of visnal impair-

ments, survey



