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Abstract

This research would like to take a look at the development of the concept of “civics” 1in
Japanese school education as well as clarify the awareness of the term today against the backdrop
of its steady decline. Moreover, in an effort to augment objectivity in the analysis of the special
characteristics of Japanese civics, this study would like to further compare the development of

civics education in Japan and Taiwan.

According to analyses results, the development of civics in Japan can be divided into four stages:

a. 1880" sto 1910 s: development of local municipal missions responsible for civic
development.

b. 1920° stoearly 1930 s: joint responsibility among social and national groups for civic
education.

c. Late 1930" sto 1945: cultivation of a loyal and patriotic citizenry.

d. 1945 to now: civil society 1s created as part of a democratic nation.

The development of civics in Taiwan can be divided into three stages:

a. 1933 to 1945: participation in local elections while remaining loyal citizens of the Japanese
Empire.

b. 1945 t01987: participation in local elections as part of national recovery efforts.

c. 1987 to now: citizens participating in political and social processes.

After looking at the comparative analyses between the two countries, it can be seen that the
notion of civics in Japan has been entirely consistent with its development of political participation. In
other words, citizenship qualifications, conditions, responsibilities and rights are all in accordance
with the relevant stipulations and decisions that are part of the political participation system. Before
World War II, “political participation” was considered the mandatory obligation of citizenry. Thus,
in order to promote political concern as well as the participation in central and local political
operations, the Japanese government actively utilized devices such as decrees, documents and

textbooks to clearly promote the concept of civics as well as strengthen its importance and special



characteristics.

After the war, democracy took hold and the notion of political participation gradually became
considered a right, which resulted in the gradual decline of the notion of civics in society and
government. In turn, the connotation of civics has become more nebulous, which has also resulted in
a lower awareness and level of attention paid to the concept. Bucking this trend, however, Japan and
Taiwan have continued to stress political participation as well as encourage citizens to take part in

elections as a way to promote national development.
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