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The Application of Establishing Operation im Support of Persons
with Developmental Disabilities : A Review of Research and
Discussion ef Future Directions

Masayo Tada and Motoshige Kato

Michael (1982; 1988 ; 1993) defines the establishing operation (EQ) as an environ-
mental evenl, operation, or stimubus condition having two conjoint functions. The first
effect can be called reinforcer establishing and the second evocative, This article
overviews the studies of conditioned establishing operation {CEQ} which have applied
Lo interventions to teach mands to individuals with developmental disabilities, Previous
studies are distinguished from incidental teaching by its emphasis on transitive CEQ.
Most importantly, transitive CEQ ensures that an EQ is in effect at the time of training.
In addition, contrived procedures offer the potential to manipulate the reinforcing
effectiveness ol many objects or events, atlowing for a wide variety of mands to be
trained. Transitive CEO also makes mand for missing items easier to teach, because
responses are freed from control by 8P, But, a previous study indicated that the subject’s
verbal response was not under control of the requested ohject and thus not appropriately
classified as a mand. The resulis suggest the importance of conducting subject’s

preference assessment before transitive CEQ.

Key Words: establishing operation, behavior chain, mand, preference, functional

assessment

— 101 —



