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Change of Understanding on Guide Dogs for the Blind :
Comparison of the Results of Surveys in 1992 and 2001

Tomomi Ishigami and Katsumi Tokuda

In 2001, we conducted a survey aiming at clarifying general citizens’ understanding
on guide dogs for the blind. This survey oblained the replies from a total of 2433
persons comprising of schoolchildren, junior high school students, high school students,
and adults. In this study, it was shown that how general citizens’ understanding on
guide dogs for the blind has changed in 2001 compared with 1992, As a result, it was
confirmed that there was a tendency for understanding of schoolchildren and junior
high school students to deepen especially. It was considered the reason for this is that
there are more schoolchildren and junior high school students who have touched guide
dogs for the blind compared with high school students or adulits. 1t was supposed that
the enhancement of the understanding was alfected by these experiences. However,
general citizens’ understanding about manners toward guide dogs for the blind, their

characteristics and roles was still at a low level,

Key Words : guide dogs for the blind, understanding, visnally handicapped person
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