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An empirical research on the prosodic properties of a word-final moraic consonant in
Japanese mimetics
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The present research project attempts to shed light on the prosodic properties of
a word-final moraic obstruent (word-final suffix /Q/) in Japanese mimetics by means of experimental method
s. | conducted two kinds of phonetic experiments in order to elucidate characteristics of the pitch patter
ns observed both in mimetic words containing the suffix /Q/ and in bare mimetic roots containing no /Q/. T
he result of the experiments was that these two types of mimetic forms exhibit quite similar pitch pattern
s. This result is revealing in that these two mimetic forms are substantially equivalent to each other. Th
e word-final suffix /Q/ plays no role in making a lexical distinction between the two types of mimetic for
ms. This inquiry provides strong support for a theoretical analysis in which the word-final suffix /Q/ ser

ves as an unmarked default that produces the typical mimetic prosody, with an accented foot in word-final
position.
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