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A Japanese Questionnaire Research Project:a report
on the intermediate level speaking 500 course

KOBAYASHI Makiko, MIKI Kyoko

[Abstract] This is an overview of the intermediate speaking class at the International
Student Center in Tsukuba University. The goals of this course are: 1) to under-
stand cultural and social themes using visual materials and themed discussions
conducted in simple Japanese, and 2) to be able to conduct a simple questionnaire
research project in Japanese, analyze the data, and report on the results. The first
goal seeks to promote wider interest and concern in society, and in doing so,
becomes a method for choosing themes which suit the purpose of the second goal.
This paper reports on the steps taken to produce desirable learner projects, examines
Japanese performance in an academic situation based on learners’ project outcomes,
and reviews the course in accordance with material provided by learners in course
evaluations.

[Keywords] intermediate level Japanese learners, Japanese language performance,

questionnaire research project, learner-centered
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