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Development of a SPOT for children and adolescents :
the creation of test items and a trial run in
an international school

SAKAI Takako, KONO Akane, KOBAYASHI Noriko

[Abstract] In order to provide an objective and easy assessment of the Japanese
ability of children from multi-lingual backgrounds, we developed a SPOT for adoles-
cents based on the SPOT for adult second-language learners of Japanese, which has
been the focus of our research to this point. We prepared the test featuring 32
items testing the target language culled from Japanese language arts textbooks used
from the first to sixth grade in Japanese elementary schools. It is possible to
administer the test within a 10 minute span. Following a pilot study, we administered
the test to 75 students from second to twelfth grade classes at an international
school. The results indicate that the test is usable with children from the second
grade up, and that there was a high correlation between scores and comprehensive
Japanese ability.

[Keywords] assessment of Japanese language ability, children and adolescents,

multi-lingual backgrounds, SPOT
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