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This study focused on the classifications assigned to patents and examined the "in
terdisciplinarity” from the following two perspectives: (1) expected values for growth in the number of ci
ting fields, when regarding the observation period as being in a synchronic state and assuming that the st
rength of connections between each patent and citing fields is constant; and (2) empirical values for grow
th in the number of citing fields according to the increase in the cumulative number of citations over tim
e. From the results, it was confirmed that the strength of potential connections between each patent and c
iting fields changes over time. Especially in the fields of "chemistry; metallurgy” and "physics,”" the fol
lowing change is considerable: a patent tends to receive citations repeatedly from a limited range of fiel
ds for a while, but later comes to be cited by various fields.
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