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A comparative study on ethical documents
for students of grade one in China-Japan primary schools:
Centering on “politeness” in Confucianism

Le NA

The key to comparing the characteristics of Chinese and Japanese moral education is to analyze the
respective texthooks in detail. As an initial step, this study aims to analyze textbooks used by Grade 1 students
in primary school from the perspective of “Politeness”. We mainly focus on three parts: objectives, content and
textbooks from the Confucian point of view. Through careful collection and analysis, we can draw the following
conclusions:

First, regarding the objectives, Chinese textbooks tend to state the moral values comprehensively and
explicitly, but there are still some shortcomings.

Next, we examined content. In China, the scale of information found in textbooks is large but very
superficial. Comparatively, the Japanese textbooks elaborate just one moral value in each module. Although the
information is limited, the moral values can be analyzed deeply and then internalized.

Lastly, we researched textbooks and found the textbooks based on a curriculum of moral teachings contain
not only instruction on “politeness” but also teach complex moral values, however these textbooks tend to seek
an immediate effect on moral education.
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