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Efforts toward Establishment of a Multicultural Coexistence
in a Highly Concentrated Community of Foreign Residents:
A Case Study of Kawaguchi, Saitama

Beibei CAO

This paper clarifies the significance and issues in efforts toward establishment of a multicultural
coexistence, focusing on areas with a large population of Chinese newcomers, by conducting a case study on the
current situation related to those efforts.

In area A in Kawaguchi, Saitama, problems involving neighbor relationships and the area’s safety network
have increased with the rapid expansion in the number of Chinese newcomers. Because of different cultures and
conventions, there have been several misunderstandings and misapprehension between Japanese residents and
Chinese newcomers. In order to solve the problems, the neighborhood association, the shop-owners’
organization and the Kominkan have concentrated their efforts on promoting communication and coexistence
between the Japanese and Chinese. However, these efforts have proven ineffective in tempering and improving
the situation.

By analyzing what these groups carried out and how these groups attempted to resolve the situation, this
paper reveals three problems in their efforts even with some level of achievement gained. First, the Japanese do
not regard the Chinese as their partners, and interaction between the Japanese and Chinese is still not on an
equal footing. Second, the neighborhood association, the shop-owners’ organization and the Kominkan all made
an effort to improve the situation independently and therefore did not share information about problems and
residents’ needs. Third, the Kominkan is not promoting and exploiting its advantages to the fullest, not offering
support to the other two organizations, and not providing an appropriate response to residents’ needs.

To build a mechanism of multicultural coexistence in area A, cooperation and linkage among the
neighborhood association, the shop-owners’ organization and the Kominkan are necessary. This mechanism
should feature the Kominkan where residents can communicate with each other and support the neighborhood
association and the shop-owners’ organization with an appropriate response to residents’ needs.
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