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SUMMARY

The purpose of this research was to clarity the realities of the social minorities appearing in
picture books published in Japan., The investigation covered the 29 publishers publishing pic-
ture books, 27 of them responded. As a result, 70 picture books were listed, Among these 70,
51 were selected as adequate materials for the education of the public concerning social welfare,
The 51 picture books were classified into : 26 books in which handicapped people or animals
appear, 13 books in which people or animals of advanced age appear, 6 books in which sick or
injured or animals appear, and 6 books in which animals that have different characteristics
from others appear, The conclusion drawn was that il is necessary to provide picture books
that offer concrete knowledge of minorities as well as allegorical picture hooks to low - aged

children,
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