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This paper focuses on four variations of deontic modality and examines the differences among them. In
the first part of this paper, we review various proposals in preceding studies and summarize that two
criteria, selectability and written/spoken language, have been proposed as factors to affect the usage of the
four variations. Then in the second part, we proceed to quantitative research with a corpus. The results
show that 1) the selectability is a valid criterion for the choice of four forms, 2) “written/spoken” style
difference influences the choice between nakerebaikenai and nakutewaikenai, which coincides with earlier
studies, 3) “written/spoken” style difference does NOT affect the choice between nakerebanaranai and
nakutewanaranai, which contradicts with earlier studies.
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