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Ratzel's Anthropogeographie and the Japanese

Geography of Pre-war Period
Akira TEZUKA

The relation between Ratzel and Japanese geography is extremely complicated. From the be-
ginning of modern Japanese geography, ie. the Meiji era, the name of Ratzel has been always
famous among the founders of modern Japanese geography. The first professor of human geogra-
phy at the university level, i.e. Goro ISHIBASHI at the University of Kyoto, prepared his lectures
mainly on the basis of Ratzel's Anthropogeographic. And the opening article of the first volume of
Journal of Geography (Chigaku Zasshi)” was an abridged translation of the first chapter of Rat-
zel's Anthropogeographic (1882). But. the evaluation of Ratzel's conceptual influence on Japanese
geography 1s very difficult, because Ratzel's ideas on human geography were multi—{faceted and
somewhat obscure.

In this article, the author examined only those writings that dealt explicitly with Ratzel's
Anthropogeographie (1882, 1891 and 1899) as a main concern. If incidental mentions and indirect
echoes were to be included, the number of related writings would be decidedly much greater.

The acceptance of any foreign ideas goes necessarily with some kind of distortion. In this re-
spect, Ratzel's Anthropogeographie is one of the most typical examples. Generally speaking, there
are three different kinds of distortion. The most simple one is the mistranslations or misunder-
standings of foreign text itsell. Second kind of distortion stems {from the biased emphasis on some
particular parts of the text. Finally, there exists the distortion of isolated acceptance, i.e. the in-
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terpretation of one particular work without any consideration of other remaining works. It is a
matter of course that these three kinds of distortion are deeply interconnected each other. We will
easily find many examples of each of these three kinds in the long period of acquaintance with
Ratzel's Anthropogeographie. ‘



	0138
	0139
	0140
	0141
	0142
	0143
	0144
	0145
	0146
	0147
	0148
	0149
	0150
	0151
	0152

