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F1FR WU B D AGERF S A B o O 4HEFE (1975- 19904 )
EAIEIAN iR EECE BN RS MEPRINET MR A ASE R R ASHE R
(A) (B) () (B+C) BHCHIA+CIX 100
(ha) (ha) (ha) (ha) (%)
1975 705,728 1 33.414.5 9.301.6 42.716.1 6.0
" 1980 673.389.0 37.604.8 9.668.7 47.273.5 6.9
! 1985 633.611.5 31.505.9 10.669.3 42.175.2 6.5
1990 594 .499.3 41.631.3 25.497.3 67.128.6 0.8
1975 187.,098.5 6.562.4 1,397.8 7.960.2 4.2
- 1980 180,244 .5 9.513.1 1.683.0 11,1961 6.2
RN 1985 171,451.0 7.960.0 2.132.5 10,092.5 5.8
1990 160,963.8 9.566.7 6.506.8 16,073.5 9.6
1975 135.614.0 4,269.2 824.6 5.093.8 3.7
I 1980 135.066.6 5.137 4 827.0 5.964 .4 4.4
N
’ 1985 130,991.7 4.044.7 1,044.0 5.088.7 3.9
1990 126.745.1 8.059. 1 2.225.2 10.284.3 8.0
1975 91,200.5 4,618.4 773.5 5.391.9 5.9
o 1990 85.006.1 4.073.4 1.015.9 5.089.3 5.9
. 1985 78.229.7 3.820.3 1.471.8 5.292.1 6.6
1990 71.998.7 4.651.6 3.661.7 8.313.3 11.0
1975 108,716.8 6.861.3 2.075.4 8.936.7 8.1
oo 980 100.,040.0 7.318.2 2.513.8 9.832.0 9.6
T 1985 91.962.2 6,110.3 2.436.0 8.546.3 9.1
1990 85.004.1 8.967.5 4.700.3 13.667.8 15.2
1975 139.572.3 6.068.4 2.428.1 8.496.5 6.0
o 1980 133,987.4 7.906.0 2.244.5 10,150.5 7.5
’ 1985 125.965.5 6.826.8 2.172.9 8.999.7 7.0
1990 118.150.1 8.,489.9 6.370.0 14.859.9 11.9
1975 14,010.6 2.004 .4 654.0 2.658.4 18.1
ooy 190 12,412.8 1.387.1 496.1 1.883.2 14.6
s 1985 11,219.5 1.110.7 484.7 1.595.4 13.6
1990 10.036.8 406.4 540.2 946.6 8.9
1975 29,515.4 3.030.4 1.148.2 4.178.6 13.6
— 1980 26.631.6 2.269.6 888.4 3.158.0 1.5
1985 23.791.9 1.633.1 927.4 2.560.5 10.4
1990 21.600.7 1,490 .1 1.493.1 2.,983.2 12.9
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Distribution and causes of cultivation abandonment in the Kanto
District, Japan, 1975-1990

Takehiro MORIMOTO

This study examined the regional distribution of cultivation abandonment in the Kanto Dis-
trict. Japan and its changes from 1975 to 1990. The author also considered geographical causes of
abandonment in the areas where percentages of abandoned farmland were high through reviewing
previous studies.

Municipalities with ten or more percent of non-cultivated farmland were concentrated in the
following three types of regions: the suburban regions surrounding the highly urbanized areas of
Metropolitan Tokyo and its vicinities, the mountainous and hilly regions on the marginal area of
the Kanto District, and the rural hinterland around the metropolitan area on the Kanto Plain.

Regional patterns of the distribution have changed from 1975 to 1990. In 1975, the core area
was in the suburban area. But the percentages of abandoned farmland decreased in this area after
this year. On the other hand, the percentages in the mountainous areas have increased. As a re-
sult, in 1985 and 1990, the core area was in the western mountainous area of the Kanto District.
In the rural hinterland on the Kanto Plain, the number of municipalities with ten or more percent
of non-cultivated farmland have rapidly increased during 1985 and 1990.

In the suburban regions, negative effects of urbanization on agriculture, such as non-farming
job opportunities and encroachment of urban land use, are the main causes of cultivation aban-
donment. The secondary cause was relative labor shortage through specialization into intensive
horticulture, or purchase of farmland by non-residents {for properties.

In the mountainous and hilly regions, depopulation or off-farm employment was the main
cause of abandonment. The declining of agriculture and forestry have caused out-migration and
increased non-farm employment. In other hand, some viable farms who lived in a mountainous re-
gion leased and cultivated fields in flat area for expanding their managements, whereas they aban-
doned their own farm land on the slopes neighboring their houses.

In the rural hinterland on the Kanto Plain, detailed regional causes of abandonment have not
enough reported. In special municipalities, specialization into greenhouse horticulture have caused

cultivation abandonment.
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