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An Introduction and Translation of Minatoke Monjo Archives in Akita Domain
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This paper aims to provide the reprinting of Minatoke Monjo (%% 3L &, Minato family archives) with some
bibliographical introduction from the viewpoint of an environmental history.

Every local community in Akita Domain consisted of a hongo (44%), a single central village or a hub village,
and several shigos (F73F), branch villages under the administration of the hongo. The headman of the hongo village
was called the kimoiri (JTFRY).

Since 2010 we have made an investigation into the Minatoke Monjo archives which has remained at the
Minato’s family estate. As the kimoiri of Arase village (present Ani-arase district, Kita-akita City, Akita Prefecture)
they have preserved the documents since the early modern times. In this thesis we introduce about 40 important
documents from the Minatoke Monjo to examine how the kimoiri played a social role.

First, according to these documents, the Minato family played an important administrative role as the kimoiri
from the early 18th century to the 19th century. They were in charge of not only the daily management of their
own hongo (hub) village but also the comprehensive governance of more than 10 shigo (branch) villages.

Second, the archives show that people around the Ani Copper Mine competitively utilized the surrounding
forest resources (e.g. production of wood charcoal for the copper mines and the collection of grass used for feed),
which consequently caused repeated conflicts concerning the forests’ borders and ownership. We want to clarify
that the kimoiri often played an essential role in reconciling the disputes among the shigo villages to stabilize the
use of the natural resources.

Keywords: Forest resources management, Ani Copper Mine, hongo and shigos, kimoiri, Akita Domain
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